
NOTES REGARDINGC CONTROLLING EXPORT OF BASIC REE .XRCH EQUIPMENT AND DATA 

1. As a general proposition, there should be no controversy re

garding the desirability of applying export controls over 

equipment, materials, and technology primarily useful in clearly 

identifiable areas of military interest. By and large, however, such 

military program would be in the develo al stage - a step or so 

away from the basic research stage.  

The troublesome point is that the position paper purports to 

deal, not with item identified as being important in military 

developmental programs, but materials and equipsmnt primarily useful 

in bnsic reseach.  

2. The paper contains the implicit assumption that impeding the 

conduct of basic research in certain areas of the world would benefit 

the United States. The validity of this assumption to open to question.  

This is a subject of widespread interest to the scientific cmamnity.  

People in the scientific comunity should be in a position to furnish 

invaluable advice on whether the proposed controls are iustifiab.le or 

feasible j- Justifiable in the sense of whether the United States 

vould standd, on balance, to lose or gain by these controls; -- feasible 

in the sense of %wether informed and meaningful decisions can be made 

in individual cases if such controls were instituted.  

A decision with respect to the course of action the ove*tment 

should take on this matter can best be made after obtaining the advice 

of experts in science itself. Perhaps the President's Science Advisory 

Committee, or some other grou c d 
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3. A questionable philosophy is expressed in one of the documents 

presented. This relates to the recommndation, in connection with 

the Van de Graoff case. that the U. S. Goverament should sugest 

to the Polish Governmeat that basic research should not be conducted 

in POland in the areas for which the Van de Gr"ff accelerator was 

desigwed -- that the Polish Government should tell Polish scientists 

to throttle down their natural inclinations to pursue knowledge in 

these areas. Such a course of action by the United States Covernt 

would not be in keeping with our programs for promoting democracy 

and freedom throughout the world.


