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SUBJ2CTM Export Control Review Board Meeting on 
July 17, 1961 - at T"e TJhite House

Secretary of Commerce Luther Hodges, Chairman 
Dr. Jack N. Behrman, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce 

for International Affairs 
•r. Hishell George, Economic Defense Advisor, Export Policy 

Staff, Department of Commerce 
Secretary of State Dean Rusk 

Dr. Walker Whitman, Science Advisor, Department of State 
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara 
Dr. Glenn Seaborg, Chairman, A. ]-. C.  

HLr. Lyall Johnson, Assistant Director for Materials Licensing, 
Division of Licensing and Regulation, A. '. C.  

Dr. Hugh Dryden, Deputy Administrator, N. A. S. A.  
Dr. Otto 1. Guthe, Assistant to Director for Research and 

Reports, C. I. A.  
fr. Karl Weber, Deputy Assistant Director for Scientific 

Intelligence, C. I. A.  

Secretary Hodges outlined the problems described In the documents 
which had been distributed: 

(1) whether a license should be issued by the Department 
of Commerce authorizing the export to Poland of a 
12-H":V Tandem Vwan de Graaff Positive Ion Accelerator; 
and 

(2) whether the United States government should undertake 
to impede basic research in the Soviet bloc through 
the lmpoaition of restrictive export controls on ad
vanced scientific research equipment, materials and 
related technology.

Secretary Rusk stated he felt (1) the shipment of the Van de Graaff 
accelerator to Poland should be permitted, and (2) no action should be 
taken, at least at this time, with respect to the broader roposa 
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suggested by the Commerce staff, lie understood that the accelerator 
was not a sensitive instrument from the security standpoint. Dis
approval of the pending application would be inconsistent with the 
objectives of the U. S.-Polish cultural and scientific exchange pro
grams. He referred to the universality of science in terms of basic re
search efforts and the importance, froL a political standpoint, of 
recognizing that aspect of the situation. Secretary Rusk said that 
if sanctions of this type are to be applied toward the Soviet bloc they 
should be considered as part of a package to be applied, possibly a few 
months hence, as a U. S. response to the Berlin aituation.  

Secretary McNamara said he felt the problems under consideration are 
primarily political in nature, that he too understood the accelerator 
to have minimal military implication, and that in his view the recom
mendations of the Department of State in matters of this kind should 
be given great weight. He said he felt the DOD's attitude in the paut 
on such matters had been too restrictive and that in the future DOD 
recommendations on export matters would include greater deference to 
the State Department's political views.  

Dr. Guthe (CIA) stated that the US3R has produced various types of 
high energy accelerators and has furnished cyclotrons to several of the 
European Satellite countries, including Poland. He said the USSR has 
the technological capability for producing electro-nuclear equipment 
equal to that of the U. S. but that engineering know-how for some of 
the more recent and sophisticated techniques, such as the Tandem Van 
de Graaff accelerator, may not yet have been acquired by the USSR.  

Dr. Seaborg and Dr. Whitman discussed the technical aspects of the 
Van de Graaff accelerator and its basic research applications. Neither 
perceived any significant security implications in allowing its export 
to Poland.  

Secretary Hodges said that in light of the views expressed (1) the 
Department of Commerce would proceed to issue a license authorizing the 
export of the Van de Graaff to Poland, and (2) no further action will be 
taken at this time concerning the imposition of more restrictive controls 
over equipment primarily useful in basic research activities.  
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