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SUBJECT: MEETING ON FEBRUARY 6, 1959 OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EXPORT POLICY 

In my capacity as AEC representative on the Department of Commerce's 
Advisory Committee on Export Policy I attended a meeting on Feb. 6, 
1959 at 5:00 PM in the office of Secretary of Commerce Strauss.  
Committee members were informed of this meeting by the Secretary's 
staff at noon that day. No advance information concerning the sub
ject of the meeting was given to me except that the matter of export 
controls on copper were to be discussed.  

Meetings of this committee are normally chaired by Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce Marshall Smith. On this occasion, however, 
Secretary Strauss conducted the meeting. Secretary Strauss opened 
the meeting by stating it had come to his attention that the Depart
ment of Commerce a couple of months ago had issued export licenses 
authorizing the shipment of approximately 7,500 tons of copper to 
the Soviet Bloc. It had also come to his attention that this 
licensing action had been taken by his staff pursuant to a decision 
made by his predecessor Secretary Weeks, shortly before the latter's 
resignation, to remove copper from the Soviet Bloc Embargo List. He 
had noted that Secretary Weeks' decision was contrary to the unani
mous recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Export Policy that 
the U. S. Government should maintain a unilateral embargo position 
even though last summer a decision was made by the Paris Coordinating 
Committee to delete copper from the Embargo List administered by the 
CoCom participating countries (essentially the NATO nations and 
Japan). Secretary Strauss said he proposed to reverse the decision 
made by his predecessor and to reinstitute the embargo policy as far 
as shipments from the United States to the Soviet Bloc countries are 
concerned. He wanted to know whether members of the committee had 
any objections to his proposed course of action.
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None of the agencies represented directly objected to Secretary 
Strauss' proposal. Some concern was expressed by the Department of 
State representative, which was shared by two or three other agencies, 
that a unilateral embargo by the United States would prove ineffective 
since other sources of supply, suchTWI8DMUfL• •_.•_.•L• • •:• 
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Secretary Strauss that the AEC uses and requirements for copper are 
not such as to warrant the AEC recommending any particular course 
of action but that there was no AEC objection to his proposal. I 
pointed out that the AEC's annual requirements are approximately 

1500 to 2000 tons and that this represents less than 2 of 1% of the 
national copper requirements.  

At the conclusion of the meeting Secretary Strauss directed his 
staff to take the necessary action promptly to reinstitute export 
licensing controls on copper and to deny applications covering 
shipments to the Soviet Bloc.  

CC: H. L. Price, Director 
Division of Licensing and Regulation


