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_HARRYREID
NEVADA

Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2803

September 14, 2000

Honorable Richard A. Meserve
Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C., 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Meserve:

As you know, the Nucicar Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued its Draft Enviconmental Impact
Statement entitled “Construction and Operation of an Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation
on the Reservation of the Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians and the Related Transportation
Facility in Tooele County, Utah” in June 2000.

I hope you will agree that it is absolutely inappropriate for the NRC to refer to Yucca Mountain,
NV as the “permanent national repository” as you do in this Draft EIS. As you may know, site
characterization studies at Yucca Mountain have not been finished; no formal recommendation as
to the suitability of Yucca Mountain as a high-level nuclear waste repository has been made to the
President; and no license has been issued for the operation of Yucca Mountain as such a facility.

Regardless of the cause of the errors in the Draft EIS, the mistakes reaffirm my strong conviction
that the Environmental Protection Agency - not the NRC - set groundwater standards for the Yucca
Mountain suitability determination. Minor mistakes in this process could endanger the lives of
thousands of Nevadan families. It is imperative that federal agencies not rush to judgment on any
issue involving the proposed geologic repository.

As far as I am concerned, we are a very long way from making any decision concerning the fate of
high-level nuclear waste in America. Sadly, it appears ti.at NRC has made its judgment without

the benerit of sound science or proper consideration as required by law. -

I look forward to ybur explanation of the errors in the Draft EIS and working with you and your staff
on this and other important nuclear safety issues.

Sincerely,

HARRY REID
United States Senator
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