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Sir or Madam:

In accordance with 1OCFR50.73, the enclosed Licensee Event Report is submitted. This report
describes a Technical Specification violation caused by an inoperable radiation monitor. This
revision modifies corrective actions submitted in the previous report.

General Manager
Harris Plant

MSE/mse

Enclosure
c: Mr. J. B. Brady (HNP Senior NRC Resident)

Mr. R. J. Laufer (NRC-NRR Project Manager)
Mr. L. A. Reyes (NRC Regional Administrator, Region II)

5413 Shearon Harris Road New Hill NC
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Technical Specification Violation Due To Inoperable Radiation Monitor
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On April 13, 2000, with the Harris Nuclear Plant (HNP) at 100% reactor power, an
investigation determined that the Containment Reactor Coolant Leakage Detection
System Radiation Monitor, REM-OlLT-3502ASA, Particulate Channel was inoperable
longer than allowed by HNP Technical Specifications (TS). The REM-OlLT-3502ASA
was inoperable due to the filter paper moving too fast resulting in a non-
conservative signal being sent to the radiation monitor indication and alarm
circuitry. Investigation determined that the filter paper was moving too fast
because the slip-clutch on the take-up reel was not adjusted to the correct
torque and was not lubricated as recommended by the vendor. This condition
existed in excess of 30 days resulting in a violation of HNP TS 3.3.3.1.1.c.l.
"Radiation Monitoring", and TS 3.4.6.1.c.a. 'Reactor Coolant System Leakage
Detection Systems".

Cause of this event: Inadequate preventative and corrective maintenance.

Corrective actions: Placed the Particulate Channel of REM-OlLT-3502A in the fixed
filter mode of operation. In this mode of operation the filter paper does not
move.
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I. DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

On April 13, 2000, with the Harris Nuclear Plant (HNP) at 100% reactor power,
an investigation determined that the Containment Reactor Coolant Leakage
Detection System Radiation Monitor, REM-OlLT-3502ASA, Particulate Channel was
inoperable longer than allowed by HNP Technical Specifications (TS). The REM-
0ILT-3502ASA was inoperable due to the filter paper moving too fast resulting
in a non-conservative signal being sent to the radiation monitor indication and
alarm circuitry. Investigation determined that the filter paper was moving too
fast because the slip-clutch on the take-up reel was not adjusted to the
correct torque and was not lubricated as recommended by the vendor. This
condition existed in excess of 30 days resulting in a violation of HNP TS
3.3.3.1.1.c.l. "Radiation Monitoring", and TS 3.4.6.1.c.a. "Reactor Coolant
System Leakage Detection Systems".

The REM-OlLT-3502ASA Particulate Channel normally operates in a moving filter
mode. The particulate filter paper is set to move at approximately one inch per
hour. The filter speed is used in the algorithm that calculates radioactive
particulate activity. Increasing the filter speed results in generating a non-
conservative signal to the alarm and indications for the radiation monitor.

The REM-OlLT-3502ASA Particulate Channel is part of systems used to monitor and
detect leakage from the reactor coolant system pressure boundary (RCSPB). These
detection systems are consistent with the recommendations of Regulatory Guide
1.45, "Reactor Coolant Pressure Boundary Leakage Detection Systems" May 1973.
Other systems used to detect RCSPB leakage include the REM-OlLT-3502ASA Gas
Channel and the Reactor Cavity Sump Level and Flow Monitoring System. The REM-
OILT-3502ASA Particulate Channel is designed to automatically secure normal
containment ventilation purge when the high alarm setpoint is reached. This
automatic isolation function is also provided by diverse systems such as the
REM-OILT-3502ASA Gas Channel and the Containment Ventilation Isolation Signal
Area Monitors. Additionally, a Safety Injection signal will also automatically
secure normal containment ventilation purge.

The exact date of the equipment failure could not be determined from the
available data. The condition first occurred sometime between February 12, 2000
and February 27, 2000 but was not identified until April 13, 2000. This is
because no mechanism existed to verify paper speed in HNP programs and
procedures prior to this event. This condition was identified because of
concerns being raised about the frequency of replacing filter paper.
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II. CAUSE OF EVENT

Inadequate preventative and corrective maintenance.

III. SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

There were no actual safety consequences as a result of this event. Diverse
systems used to detect RCSPB leakage were available including the REM-OlLT-
3502ASA Gas Channel and the Reactor Cavity Sump Level and Flow Monitoring
System. The automatic isolation of normal containment purge function is
provided by diverse systems such as the REM-OlLT-3502ASA Gas Channel and the
Containment Ventilation Isolation Signal Area Monitors. Additionally, a
Safety Injection signal will also automatically secure normal containment
ventilation purge. This report is being submitted pursuant to the criteria of
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i) for Technical Specification Prohibited Operation or
Condition.

IV. CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

Placed the Particulate Channel of REM-OlLT-3502A in the fixed filter mode of
operation. In this mode of operation the filter paper does not move.

V. SIMILAR EVENTS

There have been no previous reportable events at HNP where a radiation monitor
particulate channel was inoperable due to filter paper problems.


