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NOTE TO COMMISSIONER ASSISTANTS

OCM/RM

Dennis Rathbun
Mike Tschiltz
Alan Levin

X Keith McConnell
X Ron Zelac

Bob McOsker
Marian Zobler
Karen Henderson
Joel Munday
Barbara Gabriel
Frances Marek
Linda Herr
Terry Agneu

OCM/GJD

Brad Jones
X Cynthia Jones

Tom Hiltz
X Joe Olencz

David Solorio
Donna Smith
Noble Green

OCM/EM

X Janet Schlueter
Kathryn Winsberg
James Beall
Jeffry Sharkey
Linda Lewis
Judy Ledbetter

OCM/ND

X Maria Lopez-Otin
Roger Davis
Tony Hsia
Diane Flack
Vicki Bolling
Tina Higginbotham

OCM/JM

Lynne Stauss
Margie Doane
Brian McCabe

X John Thoma
Lorna Pini
Tojuana Fortune

FROM: John W. Craig /RA/
Assistant for Operations, OEDO

SUBJECT: RESULTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEY AT VIEQUES ISLAND, PUERTO
RICO

Attached for your information is a summary of the results of the environmental survey

conducted at the Vieques Island, Puerto Rico, and senior management’s plans to meet with

Puerto Rico dignitaries in October 2000 to discuss the inspection report and hold a press

conference.

Attachment: As stated

cc: W. Travers, EDO (w/o attachment) SECY (w/attachment)
C. Paperiello, DEDMRS (w/attachment) OGC (w/attachment)
F. Miraglia, DEDR (w/o attachment) OCA (w/o attachment)
P. Norry, DEDM (w/attachment) OPA (w/o attachment)
J. Craig, AO (w/attachment) EDO R/F (w/attachment)
N. Mamish, OEDO (w/attachment)
C.Cox, NMSS (w/o attachment)



ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEY OF VIEQUES ISLAND PUERTO RICO

CONTACT: Jay Henson Region II 404 562 4738

The NRC conducted an inspection on June 6 - June 15, 2000, on Vieques Island, Puerto Rico,
to determine if depleted uranium (DU) penetrators, that the U. S. Navy fired in the Live Impact
Area (LIA) on February 19, 1999, have caused contamination to the surrounding environment
and subjected members of the public to potential exposure. The inspection was conducted as a
result of widespread public perceptions of DU in the environment.

NRC inspectors and representatives from the Radiological Health Division of the Puerto Rico
Department of Health obtained direct radiation measurements and collected environmental
samples in the LIA, naval firing range, and public locations on the island. The inspectors
collected 114 samples of soil, vegetation, surface water, and sediment. The environmental
samples were sent to the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE), Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, for analysis. The entire set of samples was analyzed by gamma spectroscopy and
alpha spectroscopy.

The NRC determined that based on the direct survey and environmental sample results, there
was no spread of DU contamination to areas outside of the LIA and that contamination from the
DU inside the LIA was limited to the soil immediately surrounding the DU penetrators. With the
exception of the soil samples taken from holes where the Navy had recovered DU penetrators,
neither the direct measurement nor the environmental sample results identified the presence of
radioactive materials exceeding those associated with naturally occurring radioactive materials
routinely found in the environment. The NRC concluded that members of the public outside of
the LIA were not exposed to the DU that was fired into the LIA. The inspectors determined that
members of the public could only have received measurable dose from the DU penetrator event
if they directly accessed a DU penetrator for extended periods of time. The NRC is not aware
of anybody who may have directly accessed a DU penetrator.

The results of the NRC inspection will be documented in an inspection report expected to be
issued by September 22. The report will be sent to the Puerto Rico Secretary of Health, Mayor
of Vieques, and in addition, the Center for Disease Control who had received a petition
regarding a concern about increase cancer rates at Vieques. Region II is in the process of
arranging a meeting between the Regional Administrator, the Puerto Rico Secretary of Health,
and Mayor of Vieques in the first week of October and would hold a press conference following
that meeting. The Navy is continuing DU recovery efforts.


