May 28, 1997

MEMORANDUM TO: L. Joseph Callan

Executive Director for Operations
FROM: John C. Hoyle, Secretary /s/
SUBJECT: STAFF REQUIREMENTS - SECY-97-083 -

CLASSIFICATION OF HANFORD LOW-ACTIVITY TANK
WASTE FRACTION AS INCIDENTAL

The Commission has approved the proposed letter to DOE with the
changes indicated in the attachment. The letter emphasizes that
the preliminary findings are contingent on proper

characterization of the waste and that a re-evaluation by NRC of
compliance with the waste criteria is needed if different
radionuclides are discovered in the tank waste or if the
radionuclide inventory is found to be higher than current

estimates.

The NRC has the regulations, regulatory guides, technical
positions, and qualified staff for conducting a licensing review
of the type of facility being proposed by DOE for the disposal of
incidental waste at Hanford. The External Regulatory Task Force
should consider the Hanford incidental waste disposal facility as
a candidate for external regulation by NRC.

(EDO) (SECY Suspense: 6/30/97)

The final determination of the subject wastes can be classified a
technical matter. Absent any unforeseen policy issues, the staff
should inform the Commission of its final determination.

Attachment:
As stated

SECY NOTE: THIS SRM, SECY-97-083, AND THE COMMISSION VOTING
RECORD CONTAINING THE VOTE SHEETS OF ALL
COMMISSIONERS WILL BE MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE 5
WORKING DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS SRM.



cc: Chairman Jackson
Commissioner Rogers
Commissioner Dicus
Commissioner Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
OGC
CIO
CFO
OCA
OIG
Office Directors, Regions, ACRS, ACNW, ASLBP (via E-Mail)
PDR
DCS



Mr. Jackson Kinzer, Assistant Manager
dddice od dank daste dedediation ddsted
d.d. dedartdent od dnergd

dicddand dderations dddice

d.d. dod ddd

dicddand, dA ddddd

dddJdddd ddAddddddAdddd dd dAddddd ddddAddddddd dAdK dAddd
ddAddddd

dear Mr. Kinzerd

dde d.d. ddcdear degddatord doddission das receided dodr detter
dated dodedder d, dddd, reddesting ddd agreedent tdat tde dandord
tank daste ddanned dor redodad drod tde tanks and disdosad ond
site is incidentad daste di.e., not digdddeded daste dddddd and,
tderedore, doddd not de sdddect to ddd dicensing adtdoritd. dn
resdonse to dodr reddest, ddd and contractor stadd ddenter dor
ddcdear daste degddatord Anaddses dddddAdd dade redieded tde
ddecdnicad dasis dor ddassidication od doddActiditd daste
draction drod dandord dite danksd ddecdnicad dasis redortd and
sdddorting docddents, incddding tde ddandord dodddeded dank daste
dnterid derdordance Assessdentd ddnterid derdordance Assessdent
ddAdd, to deterdine ddetder tdere is reasonadde assdrance tdat
tde tank daste sdated dor disdosad as doddactiditd daste ddAdd
deets tde incidentad daste cdassidication criteria sdecidied in
tde Marcd d, dddd, detter drod d. dernero, ddd, to J. ddtde, d.d.
dedartdent od dnergd ddddd.

driterion dne drod tde Marcd dddd detter sdecidies tdat
d...dastes dade deen drocessed dor didd de ddrtder drocessedd to
redode ked radiondcdides to tde dadiddd edtent tdat is
tecdnicaddd and econodicaddd dracticad.d do codddd ditd tdis
criterion, adaidadde sedaration tecdnodogies dere identidied dor
eacd od tde dain radiondcdides od interest and indididdaddd
edaddated to deterdine tde statds od tde tecdnodogd and tde
radiondcdide redodad eddiciencd. ddree sedaration tecdnodogies
dere deeded dotd tecdnicaddd and econodicaddd dracticad.
ddrrentdd, it is eddected tdat add tdree didd de dsed. dde tdree
tecdnodogies incddde a siddde sodidsddiddids sedaration, redodad
od transdranics dastes drod sedected tanks, and singdedcdcde ion
edcdange redodad od cesidddddd drod certain dastes.
Addrodidatedd d.d d dd® dd dd.d Mdid od actiditd didd redain in



J. Kinzer ddd

tde dAd, ddicd corresdonds to adodt d dercent od tde estidated
dd.d d dd%® dd dddd Mdid generated at tde dandord site ddased on
a decedder dd, dddd, decad dated.

ddd stadd concdddes tdat adaidadde sedaration drocesses dade deen
edtensidedd edadined to deterdine tdose tdat are dotd tecdnicaddd
and econodicaddd dracticad, and tdat tde residdad d dercent od
tde actiditd generated at tde dandord site redresents tde dadiddd
adodnt od sedaration cdrrentdd tecdnicaddd and econodicaddd
dracticad dor tdis case. dt is considered tdat driterion dne dor
cdassidding tde dandord site dAd draction as incidentad daste
didd de det id tde daste danagedent ddan dresented in tde
decdnicad dasis redort is doddoded. dote tdat id actdad
radiondcdide indentories, eitder in tde tanks or doddoding
sedaration, are signidicantdd digder tdan or didderent in
cdaracter drod tdose drodected, codddiance ditd tdis criterion
didd reddire rededaddation dd ddd.



J. Kinzer ddd

dodddiance ditd driterion ddo, d...dastes didd de incordorated in
a sodid dddsicad dord at a concentration tdat does not edceed tde
adddicadde concentration didits dor ddass d ddodddeded dasted as
set odt in dd ddd dart dd,d das deterdined dsing tde estidated
totad ditridied daste doddde dddd,ddd d°dddd,ddd,ddd gaddonsd in
conddnction ditd drodected radiondcdide actidities. drod tdese
cadcddations, ddicd ddd stadd deridied, tde ditridied daste dord
is eddected to deet tde didits dor ddass d or dess, as sdecidied.
dote tdat dodten detad drocessing is adso deing considered dor
tde dAd dord. ddis detdod doddd consideraddd decrease tde totad
daste dord doddde sdcd tdat tde daste cdassidication coddd de
addected. dd tde radiondcdide indentories in tde dAd are
signidicantdd digder tdan tdose drodected in tde decdnicad dasis
redort, or id tde daste dord tdde or totad doddde are adtered,
rededaddation od condordance ditd tdis criterion didd de
necessard.

do edaddate driterion ddree, d...dastes are to de danaged,
ddrsdant to tde Atodic dnergd Act, so tdat sadetd reddiredents
coddaradde to tde derdordance oddectides set odt in dd ddd dart
dd, ddddart d are satisdied,d an dnterid dA das dredared. dde
ddd dA das derdorded to tde reddiredents od ddd drder dddd.dA,
ddadioactide daste Managedent,d dedtedder dd, dddd. ddis order
is sididar da+td—+resgect to tde dd ddd dart dd derdordance
oddectides.

dde dnterid dA is tde dirst od tdree dAs ddanned and is sodeddat
dredidinardd it das conddcted dedore sedection od a disdosad
daciditd site and design, sdecidic treatdent adternatides, o+ dAd
dord, or a codddete and deridied radiodogicad and cdedicad
cdaracterization od tde contents od tde dandord tanks. ddr
redied identidied a nddder od sdecidic issdes and concerns
associated ditd tde dnterid dA, docddented in tde dedrdard d,
dddd, deddest dor Additionad dndordation ddAdd drod M. dedd, ddd,
to d. dodricd, ddd, and discdssed in tde encdosed ddddA redort.
dddds resdonses to tde dAd constitdte Addendid d to tde ddddA
redort. Mand od tde dAd coddents cannot de ddddd resodded dntid
tde site, daciditd design, and sodididication drocess are
sedected. dt is eddected tdat dncertainties and concerns
identidied ditd resdect to tde dnterid dA can de satisdactoridd
addressed in tde sddseddent dAs.
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Adtdodgd tde dnterid dA is dredidinard, it indicates tdat tde
derdordance oddectides od dart dd didd de det. donsistent ditd
tde dredidinard natdre od tdis dnterid dA, tde staddds
dredidinard dinding is tdat driterion ddree addears to de
satisdied. As tde disdosad daciditd site is cdosen, tde disdosad
daciditd design is codddeted, treatdent adternatides are
sedected, ang tde dAd dord is deterdined, and droder
cdaracterization od tde contents od tde tanks is condirded, tde
dariods assdddtions and inddt daradeters are dikedd to de ddrtder
redined. ddease sdddit ddtdre dAs as sddddedents to tde
decdnicad dasis redort so tdat tded can de redieded to condird
tde cdrrent anaddsis and resodde and odtstanding issdes.

dased on tde dredidinard indordation drodided in tde ddd
decdnicad dasis redort and tde dnterid dA, tde staddds
dredidinard dinding is a drodisionad agreedent tdat tde dAd
dortion od tde dandord tank daste ddanned dor redodad drod tde
tanks and disdosad ondsite is incidentad daste and is, tderedore,
not sdddect to ddd dicensing adtdoritd. dtadd considers tdat tde
indordation dresented is not sdddicient to dake an adsoddte
deterdination at tdis tide. dote tdat id tde dandord tank daste
is not danaged dsing a drograd coddaradde to tdat set dortd in
tde decdnicad dasis redort, or tde cdrrent cdaracterization od
tank contents is not condirded, tde incidentad daste
cdassidication ddst de redisited dd ddd, and tde ddd consddted.
As a ddndadentad ededent od tde incidentad daste cdassidication,
ddd ddst ensdre tde contractors tdat derdord dAd sedaration and
disdosad do so in accordance ditd tde criteria set dortd in tde
Marcd dddd detter and tde addroded decdnicad dasis redort.

ddccesside dAs sdoddd de sddditted as sddddedents to tde
decdnicad dasis redort so tdat tded can de redieded to condird
tde cdrrent anaddsis and resodde and odtstanding issdes. dtder
sdecidic cdanges tdat doddd necessitate ddd rededaddation and
ddrtder consddtation ditd ddd incddde, ddt are not didited to,
tde doddodingd

dd d ontinding cdaracterization od tank daste resddts in a
deterdination tdat tde radiondcdide indentord in tde ddd
tanks is digder tdan or didderent drod tdat dsed to dededod
tde decdnicad dasis redort and tde dnterid dA. ddis doddd
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addect tde resoddtion od add tdree criteria.

dd dd e dAd draction od tde dandord tank daste is not ditridied,
or tde dinad doddde od tde daste dord is signidicantdd
didderent drod tdat drodected in tde decdnicad dasis redort.
dde daste dord is a deterdining dactor in cdassidication od
daste as ddass A, d, or d ddriterion ddod, and doddd adso
iddact dA ddriterion ddreed.

dd d inad sedection od tde dAd disdosad site, or cdanges to site
cdaracterization daradeters didd addect tde resoddtion od
driterion ddree.

dd dod dade and ddestions adodt tde detaids od tdis detter,
ddease contact Micdaed dedd od dd stadd at ddddd dddddddd.

dinceredd,

dard J. daderieddo, director
dddice od ddcdear Materiad dadetd
and dadegdards

dncdosdred As stated



