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ATTENTION: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff 

SUBJECT: Comments on Proposed Change to Operator License Eligibility and 
Use of Simulation Facilities in Operator Licensing, 65 Fed. Reg. 41021 
(July 3, 2000) 

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)' is responding to a request for comments on 
proposed changes to 10 CFR Part 55, Operator Licensing Eligibility and Use of 
Simulation Facilities in Operator Licensing (65FR41021 of July 3, 2000).  

The industry supports the proposed changes to 10 CFR Part 55. Current plant
referenced simulators have significant capability and allow training on a number of 
scenarios that cannot be routinely conducted on the operating plant. The proposed 
changes will enhance the training of candidates.  

We recommend changing Section 55.45(b)(3)(i)(A) which would require that the 
simulator model replicate the plant at the time of the applicant's operating test.  
This could unnecessarily restrict the candidate's opportunities to conduct reactivity 
manipulations to a short time just before the operating test. This would be a 
problem if a refueling outage occurs near the time the applicant was scheduled for 
the operating test or the date of the operating test changed. In most cases, a new 
core model is not available for use in the simulator until just before the the related 
refueling outage.  

Plant-referenced simulators are modeled to one plant, the reference plant. The 
section should be clarified to indicate that the modeling is for the reference plant.  

1 NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear 
energy industry, including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI's members include 
all utilities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major 
architect/engineering firms, fuel fabrication facilities, materials licensees, and other organizations and individuals 
involved in the nuclear energy industry.  
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Training objectives could be met if the models reasonably represents the reference 
plant at the time of the manipulations. Therefore, we recommend section 
55.45(b)(3)(i)(A) be changed to read: 

"The plant-referenced simulator uses models relating to nuclear and thermal
hydraulic characteristics that reasonably represent the core load that exists 
in the nuclear power reference plant for the facility at which a license is being 
sought; and..." 

The industry appreciates the opportunity to comment on this change to 10 CFR 
Part 55.  

Sincerely, 

James W. Davis


