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Federal Emergency Management Agency
 Washington, D.C. 20472

AG 29 2000

Kathy Halvey Gibson
Chief, Emergency Preparedness and
Health Physics Section
Operator Licensing, Human Performance, and
Plant Support Branch
Division of Inspection Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Ms. Gibson:

This is in response to a letter from Mr. Edwin Fox of your office dated June 1, 2000, which responded to
my May 8, 2000, letter regarding public information distribution plans included in the San Onofre
Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) Emergency Plan, as well as the status of the public information
brochure.

The above-mentioned NRC letter indicates that the SONGS Emergency Plan does not provide for a
triennial brochure to be distributed to EPZ residents, but provides this information through telephone
directory inserts, reinforced by annual reminders in the siren test flyer.

Although NUREG-0654/FEMA-REP-1, Rev. 1 requires annual distribution of emergency public
information materials within the 10-mile Emergency Planning Zone (EPZ), it does not specify that a
“brochure” be the means of communicating this information. In fact, Planning Standard G.1 of NUREG
0654 documents the fact that the dissemination of public information materials is flexible, and that it is
not so much the format of the information that is important, but that the content of the information be
derived from what is stated in NUREG-0654. It is also important the method of dissemination is such
that it effectively reaches the general public within the 10-mile EPZ.

It is my opinion that the public education and information dissemination measures currently in place for
SONGS adequately meets the requirements of Planning Standard G of NUREG-0654/ FEMA-REP-1. If
you have further questions concerning this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 646-3664.

Sincerely,
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Vanessa E. Quinn, Chie
Radiological Emergency Preparedness Branch
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