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Jersey Central Power and Light Company V.a 1'ATTN: Dr. S. Bartnoff
President.

Madison Avenue at Punch Bowl Road
Morristown, New Jcrsey 07960

Gentlemen;

A routine inspection conducted by the Resident Reactor Inspector during theperiod April 1-30, 1981 of activities at the Oyster Creek facility indicatedthat the safety function of the reactor building to suppression chambervacuum breakers was compromised in that they were unable to open fully asrequired by Technical Specification Section 3.5.A.4.a. Specifically, onevacuum breaker in each line (two parallel line5) was obstructed from fullyopening as a result of a contractor having erected scaffolding in the areaon the day before the discovery of the obstructions. The potential consequencesof this event under loss of coolant accident conditions are consideredsignificant.

The violation in the Appendix has been categorized at the level defcribed inaccordance with the Interim Enforcement Policy as published in the FederalRegister (45 FR 66754) October 7, 1980. The base level for Severity Level11 violations is $80,000. In view of the fact that you could reasonablyhave been expected to have taken effective preventive measures since asimilar event was documented in Licensee Event Report 79-44/03L, datedJanuary 8, 1980, the base penalty would be increased by 25 percent of thebase amount as provided by the policy. The policy also permits penaltiesto be reduced by as much as 50 percent of the base amount if a licenseeidentifies, corrects, and reports a violation in a timely fashion. Youridentification, correction and reporting of the discrepant condition warrantedconsideration of some reduction In the civil penalty, but not the full 52Xallowed under the policy, because of the length of time between discovery ofthe condition and cornencement of corrective action. We have concluded that.your actions in this matter would Fserit a 25 percent reduction of the baseamount. Since these two factors offset one another, the total civil penaltyremains $80,ODO.

You are required to respond to this letter and in preparing your response,you should follow the instructions in the Appendix. Your reply to this letterand the results of future inspections will be considered in determiningwhether further enforcement action may be appropriate.
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In accordance with Section 2.790 of the NRC'r "Rules of Practice,' Part 2,
Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations, a copy of this letter and the enclosure
will be placed in the NRC's Public Document Room.

Sincerely,

Victor St1 J d ector
Office of11 nspection and Enforcem~ent

Enclosure:
AppendiX, Notice of Violation and

Proposed Inmposition of Civil Penalty

cc
P.
M.
J.

w/encl:
Clark, Vice President-Nuclear
Laggart, Licensing Supervisor
Knubel, BWR Licensing Manager
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APPENDIX

NOTICE OF VIOLATION

AND

PROPOSED IMPOSITION OF A CIVIL PENALTY

Jersey Central Power and Light Company
Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station

Docket No. 50-219 ` -
License No. OPR-16 *

EA-81-62 I - <f.. 6,
- A..

As a result of the inspection conducted at the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating
Station, Forked River, Hew Jersey. on April 1, 1981 to April 30, 19al, the
violation listed below was identified. In accordance with the Interin
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ission proposes to Impose a civil penalty pursuant to Section 234 of the
ic Energy Act of 1954 as anended ("Act") 42 U.S.C. 2282, PL 906-295, and '

FR 2.205 in tha amount set forth for the violation listed below;

Technical Specification Section 3.S.A.4.a states in part, ,..two reactor
building to suppression chamber vacuum breakers in each line shall be
operable at all times when primary containment integrity 1s required.
... The vacuuw breakers shallimove from fully closed to fully open when
subje-ted to a force equivalent of not greater than 0.5 psid acting on th -
vacuu breaker disc."

Contrary to the above, one of the two vacuum breakers in e~ch line, valves -
V-26-15 and V-26-17, was obstructed from moving to the fully open position by
contractor installed scaffolding from the avternoon of April 16, 1981 until
1:ZS p:m. on April 18, 1981, during which tiime primary containment integrity
was required.

This is a Severity Level II Violation (Supplement I.B.1).
(Civil Penalty - $80,000)

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, Jersey Central Power and Light
Cw,?pany is hereby required to submit to this office within 30 days of the
date of this Notice a written statement or explanation including for the
alleoed violation: (1) admission or denial of the alleged violation; (2)
thc reasons for the violation if admitted; (3) the corrective steps which
have been taken and the results achieved; (4) the corrective steps which
will be taken to avoid further violations; and (5) the date when full
compliance will be achieved. Consideration r.ay be given to extending the
response time for good cause shown. Under the authority of Section 182 of
the Act, 4Z U.S.C. 2232, this response shall be submitted under-oath or
affircsation.

Within the.same time as provided for the response required above under 10
CFR 2.201, Jersey Central Power and Light Company may pay the civil penalty -
in the amDunt of $80,000 or may protest imposition of the civil penalty in
whole or in part by a written answer. Should Jersey Central Power and Light .-
Company fail to answer within the time specified, this office will Issue.an
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order imposing the civil penalty in the amount proposed above. Should JerseyCentral Power and Light Company elect to tile an answer in accordance with10 CFR 2.205 protesting the civil penalty, such answer may: (1) deny the-violation linted in this Notice In whole or in part; (2) demonstrate extunuatingcircumstances; (3) show error in this Notice: or (4) show other reasons whythe penalty should not be imposed. In addition to protesting the civilpenalty in whole or in part, such answer may request remission or mitigationof the penalty. Any written answer In accordance with 10 CFR 2.205 shouldbe set forth separately from the statement or explanation in reply pursuantto 10 CFR 2.201, but may incorporate by specific reference (e.g., giving page ^-and paragraph numbers) to avoid repetition. Jersey Central Power and LightCompany's attention is directed to the other provisions of 10 CFR 2.205,regarding the procedure for imposing a civil penalty.
Upon failure to pay any civil penalty due. which has bean subsequentlydetermined in accordance with the applicable provisions of 10 CFR 2.205,this matter may be referred to the Attorney General, and the penalty,unless compromised, remitted, or mitigated, may be collected by civilaction pursuant to Section 234c of the Act, 42 U.S.C. 2282.

The responses directed by this Notice are not subject to the clearance pro-cedures of the Office of Management and Budget as required by the PaperworkReduction Act of 1980, PL 96-511.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMIISSIOli

V tr Ste Jr. s* r~ or
Office of e ecti nd Enforcement

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland
this 21 day orAugust, 1981
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