
-1- August 17, 2000

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-II-00-031

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by Region II staff (Atlanta, Georgia) on this date.

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification
Southern Nuclear Operating Co. Notification of Unusual Event
Farley 2 X Alert
Ashford,Alabama Site Area Emergency
Dockets: 50-364 General Emergency

Not Applicable

Subject: ALERT DECLARED BY FARLEY DUE TO FIRE AND TRIP OF THE 2C SERVICE
WATER PUMP

On August 16, 2000, at 3:48 p.m. CDT, Farley Unit 2 received a fire alarm
from the Service Water Intake Structure and a report of smoke by a
security guard. An operator and the site fire brigade were dispatched to
investigate and observed smoke coming from the running "2C" Service Water
(SW) pump motor. At 3:55 p.m. CDT the 2C SW pump motor breaker tripped.
Several carbon dioxide fire extinguishers were discharged on the motor
and the fire was subsequently declared fully extinguished at 4:09 p.m.
CDT. No flames were observed external to the motor housing. As expected,
the SW Intake Structure sprinkler system armed and pressurized the
sprinkler headers due to the smoke alarms, but did not actuate because
the amount of heat generated from the 2C SW pump motor was not sufficient
to open the sprinkler heads.

When 2C SW pump motor breaker tripped, control room operators manually
started the spare "B" train pump to restore normal SW flow. Normally 4 of
the 5 SW pumps on each unit are running, 2 in each train. The 2C SW pump
is a swing pump capable of being aligned to either the "A" or "B" SW
train and was aligned to the "B" train at the time of the event. SW draws
water from the Farley service water pond and provides cooling to safety
related systems. SW is fully operable with the 4 pumps currently
operating.

The licensee declared an Alert at 4:25 p.m. CDT based on criteria in
their emergency implementing procedures which required an Alert
declaration for a fire on site with the potential to affect emergency
core cooling equipment. No offsite assistance was needed or requested and
no other equipment onsite was affected. The Alert was exited at 5:36 p.m.
CDT. Consequently, the licensee did not fully actuate the Technical
Support Center or Emergency Operations Facility.



Southern Nuclear issued a press release shortly after the event and local
media interest was expressed.

The licensee notified state and local officials of the Alert declaration
and NRC Region II notified the state of Alabama. The resident inspector
was onsite at the time of the event and observed the licensee response.

Contact: STEPHEN CAHILL
(404)562-4520


