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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
ATTN: Dr. Philip S. Justus 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards 
Mail Stop TF-26 
Washington, DC 20555 

Subject: Submission of Administrative Item 5702-441-457, Letter Report 
entitled, "Current Concerns Regarding DOE/LANL Volcanism Geochemical 
Data" 

Dear Dr. Justus: 

The purpose of this letter is to submit Administrative Item 5702-441-457, 
"Current Concerns Regarding DOE/LA-NL Volcanism Geochemical Data." This letter 
report details concerns regarding different geochemical values for samples with 
the identical sample number from Lathrop Wells. The differences for many elements 
are equal to the values DOE/LANL consider significant in identifying periods of 
volcanism separated by 10,000s of years. In addition, it is not clear which are 
the preferred values, or if additional samples with new values exist but are 
unreported.  

If you need additional information or have questions, please contact either 
Britt Hill at (210) 522-6087 or me at (210) 522-5183.  

Sincerely yours, 

H.L. McKague 
Element Manager 
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