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and Safeguards, NMSS 

.John T. Greeves, Director 
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SUBJECT: DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGMENET COMMENTS ON COMMISSION PAPER: 
"NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE TO U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY ON REGULATORY PLANS FOR PLUTONIUM DISPOSITION 
OPTIONS"

In response to your April 28, 1995, request, we have prepared the 

attached comments. If you have any questions regarding our inputs, please 

contact either Robert Johnson (415-7282) or Rick Weller (415-7287) of my 

staff.  
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DWM INPUT FOR REGULATORY PLANS FOR PLUTONIUM DISPOSITION OPTIONS 

Options and Areas of DWM Responsibility 

DWM would be responsible for addressing the following option/areas: 

Options 2 and 3, borehole disposal 

Options 4-10, repository disposal 

Option 11, potential disposal issues (see below) 

Regulator- Issues 

Options 2 and 3, borehole disposal 

What category of waste is weapons-usable fissile material--high-level 
waste or other? 

Do existing standards apply to borehole disposal? Is there a regulatory 
gap? 

Does NRC have jurisdiction? 

Options 4-10, repository disposal 

What category of waste is weapons-usable fissile material--high-level 
waste or other? 

Would the different waste forms associated with each option require 
revisions to 10 CFR Part 60? 

Option 11 

Who would be responsible for disposal of CANDU spent fuel? (Information 
provided indicates Canadian regulation, but this should be :onfirmed.) 

Would there be licensing problems with disposal of PU contaminated low
level waste from a MOX fuel fabrication plant? 

Resource Estimates 

Our estimate for providing the input requested is about 2 staff weeks or 
0.05 FTE, including 1 week for DWM and I week for OGC. This estimate is based 
on the following assumptions: 

Only two generic inputs are needed for the borehole and repository 
related options 

Time Estimates 

Our input could be completed in one month.

Attachment


