
September 13, 2000

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219

Dear Congresswoman Kelly:

I am responding to your letter of July 31, 2000, in which you request the assistance of the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in responding to the issues raised in an inquiry
from a constituent, Ms. Ilse Lehmeier, about the Indian Point Nuclear Generating Units 2 and 3
(IP2 and 3), operated by Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc. (Con Edison), and
the New York Power Authority, respectively. Ms. Lehmeier asks (1) if a study has been
conducted to determine whether there is an increase in cancer patients within the Con Edison
area; (2) since the plants are relatively old, [is there] any possibility of shutting the plants down;
and (3) does the [NRC] have the power to shut them down, and, if so, what are its criteria for
this act.

Regarding Ms. Lehmeier’s concern about cancer incidence in the vicinity of Indian Point, the
National Cancer Institute (NCI) conducted a study in 1990, “Cancer in Populations Living Near
Nuclear Facilities,” to determine cancer incidences in communities around nuclear power
plants. The study examined cancer mortality rates around 52 nuclear power plants, including
Indian Point, 9 Department of Energy facilities, and 1 former commercial fuel reprocessing
facility. The NCI study compared the counties containing nuclear facilities with control counties
in the same region. The study concluded that “from the evidence available, this study has
found no suggestion that nuclear facilities may be linked causally with excess deaths from
leukemia or from other cancers in populations living nearby.”

Recently, the New York State Department of Health established the “Cancer Surveillance
Improvement Initiative.” The goal of this project is to provide New York residents with
information about cancer incidence in their State. The agency can be contacted at
1-800-458-1158 or through its website at �www.health.state.ny.us� for further information on this
project. Ms. Lehmeier’s concern about cancer incidences in her specific community has been
forwarded to the New York Department of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease, Epidemiology
and Surveillance, by copy of this letter.

The NRC issued an operating license for IP2 on September 28, 1973, which expires on
September 28, 2013. Similarly, it issued the operating license for IP3 on April 5, 1976, which
expires on December 15, 2015. Under the statutory authority given to it under the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, and the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, as amended, the
NRC regulates the commercial use of nuclear power in order to ensure adequate protection of
public health and safety, to promote the common defense and security, and to protect the
environment. Section 161 of the Atomic Energy Act authorizes the NRC to conduct inspections
and investigations and to issue orders as may be necessary to protect health or to minimize
danger to life and property. Section 186 of this act also authorizes the NRC to revoke licenses
under certain circumstances such as for a failure to operate a facility in accordance with the
terms of the facility’s license or for violations of an NRC regulation.
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The NRC’s regulations are contained in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR).
Under these regulations, licensees of nuclear plants have the primary responsibility to protect
public health and safety. The NRC requirements have been designed to ensure adequate
protection through acceptable design, construction, operation, maintenance, modification, and
quality measures. If the licensee operates its plant in compliance with these regulations, the
NRC has reasonable assurance that there will be no undue risk to public health and safety. If
the NRC finds that potentially hazardous conditions or other facts exist, the NRC has the
authority to issue an order to modify, suspend, or revoke a license.

The NRC licensed IP2 and 3 for an initial 40-year period of operation based on a technical
review of the design and operational aspects of the plants. The NRC must review and approve
any changes to the plants that require changes to the plants’ licenses. The NRC also has an
ongoing process for the inspection and oversight of licensees to verify that the plant is operated
in accordance with the Commission’s regulations and the respective operating licenses. As
with any equipment, the licensee must periodically monitor the equipment and conduct
maintenance to ensure that the basis on which the NRC licensed the plant remains valid.
When the NRC identifies deficiencies at IP2, IP3, or at any other operating nuclear power plant,
it ensures that plant management is made aware of the deficiencies and appropriate action is
taken to correct the deficiencies.

I hope that this information helps to address Ms. Lehmeier’s concerns.

Sincerely,

/RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director

for Operations

cc: Ms. Aura Weinstein
New York State Department of Health
Bureau of Chronic Disease, Epidemiology and Surveillance
Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower Room 565
Albany, New York 12237



The Honorable Sue W. Kelly - 2 -

The NRC’s regulations are contained in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR).
Under these regulations, licensees of nuclear plants have the primary responsibility to protect
public health and safety. The NRC requirements have been designed to ensure adequate
protection through acceptable design, construction, operation, maintenance, modification, and
quality measures. If the licensee operates its plant in compliance with these regulations, the
NRC has reasonable assurance that there will be no undue risk to public health and safety. If
the NRC finds that potentially hazardous conditions or other facts exist, the NRC has the
authority to issue an order to modify, suspend, or revoke a license.

The NRC licensed IP2 and 3 for an initial 40-year period of operation based on a technical
review of the design and operational aspects of the plants. The NRC must review and approve
any changes to the plants that require changes to the plants’ licenses. The NRC also has an
ongoing process for the inspection and oversight of licensees to verify that the plant is operated
in accordance with the Commission’s regulations and the respective operating licenses. As
with any equipment, the licensee must periodically monitor the equipment and conduct
maintenance to ensure that the basis on which the NRC licensed the plant remains valid.
When the NRC identifies deficiencies at IP2, IP3, or at any other operating nuclear power plant,
it ensures that plant management is made aware of the deficiencies and appropriate action is
taken to correct the deficiencies.

I hope that this information helps to address Ms. Lehmeier’s concerns.

Sincerely,

/RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director

for Operations

cc: Ms. Aura Weinstein
New York State Department of Health
Bureau of Chronic Disease, Epidemiology and Surveillance
Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower Room 565
Albany, New York 12237

Accession Number: ML003745039 *See previous concurrence
OFFICE PDI-1:PM PDI-1:LA Tech Editor* IOLB:SC* IIPB:C*

NAME PMilano SLittle BCalure KGibson WDean
DATE 09/07/00 09/07/00 08/29/00 08/29/00 09/01 /00

OFFICE PDI-1:SC* PDI:D* R-I* DLPM:DD* DLPM:D*
NAME A.Dromerick for

MGamberoni
EAdensam BHolian (via

e-mail)
SBlack JZwolinski

DATE 09/01/00 09/01/00 09/01/00 09/01/00 09/01/00

OFFICE OGC* ADPT NRR:D EDO

NAME JMoore BSheron SCollins WTravers

DATE 09/06/00 9/7/00 9/8/00 9/12/00

Official Record Copy



DISTRIBUTION: for letter to Congresswoman Kelly dated September 13, 2000
PUBLIC
EDO# G20000405
PDI-1 Reading (w/incoming)
W. Travers

F. Miraglia
C. Paperiello
P. Norry
J. Craig
M. Knapp
K. Cyr
S. Burns
S. Collins/R. Zimmerman
B. Sheron
H. Miller, Region I
E. Adensam
W. Dean
M. Gamberoni
P. Milano (w/incoming)
G. Wunder (w/incoming)
K. Gibson
S. Little
OPA
OCA
OGC
SECY# LTR-00-0542
NRR Mail Room (EDO G20000405)
N. Olson (w/incoming)(05/E/7)
M. McAllister


