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Secretary

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff

Subject: Response to Request for Comments on "Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI);
Receipt of Petition for a Rulemaking"

References: (1) Volume 65, Federal Register, Page 34599 (65 FR 34599), dated
May 31, 2000

(2) Nuclear Energy Institute letter, "Petition for Rulemaking by NEI to
Amend NRC Regulations to Allow Use of Zirconium-Based Cladding
Materials Other than Zircaloy or ZIRLO, Docket number PRM-50-71,
(65 Fed. Reg. 34599 May 31, 2000)," dated August 11, 2000

Commonwealth Edison (ComEd) Company appreciates the opportunity to comment on
the petition for rulemaking, identified in Reference 1. This letter provides our comments
in response to Reference 1. ComEd has been actively involved with the NEI and the
Electric Power Research institute (EPRI) Robust Fuel initiative on this issue and fully
endorses the industry comments submitted by the NEI in Reference 2. We urge
adoption of the purposed rule change and we agree with NEI that promulgation as a
direct final rule should be considered.

Improvements to Zirconium based cladding materials increase corrosion resistance
performance and are important to support higher burnup fuel management strategies. It
is also important to eliminate unnecessary administrative burden and make effective use
of NRC, licensee and nuclear contractor resources. The petition for rulemaking is
consistent with the NRC movement towards performance based regulation.
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If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at (630)
663-7330.

Respectfully,

R. M. Krich/
Vice President - Regulatory Services
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