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The Public Utllities Commission of Ohio
Transportation Department

180 E. Broad St.

Columbus, OH 43215

(614) 466-3191

Fax

To: Chris Becker, University of Michigan Prom:  Dlire Vanderson, Law Clerk

Fex: {734) 836-1671 Pages: 4
Phonet Date: 68-2800
Re: Commission entry approving routing GG:
request. PP

Ol Urgent X Por Review O Ploass Camment O Please Roply d Please Recycie

& Commenta;

If yoi have any firther questions please do not hasitate to give me a call at (614) 466-
319! or Carlisle Smnith.

Thank vou,
Diane
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In the Mat:er of the Commission Ordered
Investigation inio the Request by the Michigan
Depactment of Environmental Quality for the
Des!gnation of an Aternate Route for the
Transportation of Radioactive Materials.

T349361571
TRIBTE dvy [ EANY i“ 75? 8348 T'ﬂﬂ P 002/004

BEFORE
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

ENTRYX

The Commission finds:

1)

(2)

(3)

Under the regulations adopted pursuant to the Federal
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, 49 U.S.C. §§ 51C1-5127,
as amended, the governor of each state may designate a state
routing agercy to supervise, coordinate and approve the
highway routing of hazardous materials, including radioactive
materials, By letter dated February 26, 1998, Governor
George V. Voinovich designated the Commission as the state
routing agency, as defined by 49 C.F.R. § 397.203(c), for the state
of Ohio or the highway transportation of radioactive materials
and as the lead agency for the highway routing into, within and
through this state of high-level radioactive wastes and spen:
nuclear fuel.

Under the federal regulations goveming the highway
transportation  of radicactive materials, highway route
controlled quantities (HRCQ) of radioactive materials may be
fransported only on preferred routes, 49 C.F.R. § 397.101(b).
Preferzed routes are defined as an Interstate System highway tor
which an alternative route has not been designated by the state
routing agency, an alternative route designated by the state
routing ager.cy, or both of the above. 49 C.F.R. § 397.101(b)(1).

In June 1999, the Commission received a request by the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality (Michigan DEQ), to
designate a three-mile segment of U.S, 23 between the Michigan-
Ohio border and Interstate 475 as a preferred route for the
transportation of four HRCQ radioactive materials shipments.
The four shipments were offered by the United States
Department of Energy from the University of Michigan, located
in Ann Arbor. y Entry dated September 2, 1999, the
Commission approved the proposed designated route for the
transportation of the four identified spent nuclear fuel
shipments through Ohuo from Michigan.

Pursuant to the Michigan DEQ's first recuest—in 199% and

- consisrent with federal guidelines, the staff of the Commission’s

Transpurtation Department conducted a review of the proposed
routing designation by the Michigan DEQ and filed, in a Staff
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Report on August 30, 1999, the resuits of its investipation, The
Staff Report demonstrated, based upon informaion available at
the time it was prepared, that the alternative route, suggested by
the Michigan Ea presented less radiological risk than the
existing preferred route. Accordingly, on September 2, 1999, the
Commission approved the request by the Michigan DEQ tc
designate a portion of US. 23 as the alternative route for the
transportation of four HRCQ radioactive materials shipments.

The Commission has received another request by the Michigan
DEQ to redesignate the previously approved alternative roule
for tour new shipments of spent nuclear fuel from Anr Arbor,
Michigan to the Department of Energy, Savanrah River Site in

" South Carolina. This new request is for four shipments that are

:0 be shipped no later than October of 2000.

On June 1, 2000 the Commission issued an Entry establishing a
twenty-day comment period regarding the proposed routing
designation. The Commission solicited comments on whether
there had been ary substantial changes alcng the proposcd
alternative route.

One comment was filed in the docket. The city of Oregon filed 2
one-sentence comment indicating that they had no opposition tc
the proposed routing des{gnation.

Because the routing designation proposed by the Michigan DEQ
reduces radiological ris@, the routing designation should bLe
adopted by the Commission as the alternative route. Pursuant
to this routing designation, the four shipments of 1IRCQ
radioactlve materials offered for transportation by the U.S.
Department of Transporlation must utilize the altemative route.
No other shipments shall be effected by the routing designation
In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 397.103(c), the routing designation
should take effect immediately upon notification to the Federal
Highway Administration; and, unless otherwise ordered by the
Comrmission, the routing designation should ‘erminate effcctive
October 31, 2000.

It is, therefore,

P.04

F=£8)

ORDERED, That the request of the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to designate U.S. 23 as the alternative route for the transportation of four
HRCQ radinactive materials shipments offered for transportation by the US.
Department of Energy is granted. [t is, further,
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ORDERED, That the Staff shall provide the notification of the touting designztion
to the Federal Highway Administration in accordance with 49 C.FR. § 397.103(c). It is,

further,

ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served upon all persons icentified in the
attachment.

THE PUBLIgC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

Tudith A. Jones

DVt
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