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BACKGROUND and PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this meeting was to provide an opportunity for a 
representative of the State of Nevada to explain the State's use of technical 
data to representatives of the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses 
(CNWRA). The CNWRA has been engaged by the Licensing Support System (LSS) 
Administrator (LSSA) to resolve ambiguities pertaining to the term "technical 
data," to identify organizations generating it, to document existing plans for 
providing access to it, and to prepare a plan for implementing related 
requirements of the LSS Rule. This informal discussion was held in the Olympia 
law office of Mr. Malachy Murphy, an attorney for the State of Nevada.  

SUMMARY OF PERTINENT POINTS: 

Responding to CNWRA questions, Mr. Murphy made the following points: 

1. The LSS must contain all documentary material produced by all 
organizations involved in the high-level waste management program, with 
the exception of privileged material, as stipulated by the LSS Rule.  

2. Nevada considers that all ambiguities pertaining to technical data were 
resolved in drafting the LSS Rule.  

3. All documentary material which cannot be scanned for entry into the LSS 
must be transferred from its current storage locations to an LSSA
controlled records center several months before the HLW repository 
licensing proceeding begins. In this way, all parties will have timely, 
centralized access to it. Though this stipulation is not mentioned in the 
LSS Rule itself, the LSS Advisory Committee agreed to it. Physical 
samples (e.g., core and water samples) are excluded from the stipulation,
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because they will be stored at the Department of Energy's (DOE's) Central 
Facility.  

4. When the LSS Rule was drafted, the State of Nevada and the DOE agreed that 
individual pages of technical data that are contained within collective 
packages (contained, in particular, within the developed data-record
packages that the DOE produces) need not have individual headers 
associated with them. It was deemed sufficient for an originator to 
contribute one header for each package as a whole. Each package is 
expected to contain a sufficiently descriptive, text-searchable table of 
contents.  

5. The State of Nevada has not produced any raw data (one of the synonyms 
sometimes used for technical data), though it may do so in the future.  
Its Nuclear Waste Project Office and that Office's contractors (primarily 
the University of Nevada and the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology) have 
analyzed DOE-produced raw data to originate their formal technical 
reports. Handwritten, graphic, and numeric materials (called "backup 
data") that the State has employed in producing its technical reports are 
kept carefully on file, within associated packages, for eventual scanning 
into the LSS.  

6. When the LSSA makes a capture station available to the State of Nevada to 
begin loading documentary material into the LSS, the State will scan all 
of its technical reports and all of its scattered backup data for LSS 
entry. It will also create a bibliographic header for each technical 
report and for each backup-data package.  

7. Mr. Murphy was unfamiliar with details of the system that is currently 
used by the Nuclear Waste Project Office to keep track of its stored 
reports and with the ways that system's bibliographic header is intended 
to relate to the proposed LSS header.  

8. Mr. Murphy suggested that the CNWRA proceed to contact the tribal
interest, local-government, and nuclear-industry components of the LSS 
Advisory Review Panel to learn their views on the subject.  

IMPRESSIONS/CONCLUSIONS: 

Mr. Murphy provided a helpful overview of the State of Nevada's concerns 
regarding technical data and its ways of dealing with it. CNWRA representatives 
expressed their appreciation for Mr. Murphy's time and for the usefulness of the 
discussion.  

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED: None 

PENDING ACTIONS: 

The above summary of pertinent points will be included within a briefing 
that the CNWRA will present to the LSS Advisory Review Panel on October 11, 1990.
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The CNWRA will later need to talk with the State's Nuclear Waste Project Office 
to acquire further detail on the questions posed in paragraph 7 above, so that 
the CNWRA may propose workable LSS submission formats and access protocols for 
technical data.
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