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Yucca Mountain Project Office 

P. 0. Box 98608 

Las Vegas, NV 89193-8608 

AUG 20 1990 
WBS 1.2.9 
QA: N/A 

John W. Bartlett, Director, Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, 

HQ (RW-l) FORS 

YUCCA MOUNTAIN PROJECT WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING AUGUST 17, 1990 

I. CRITICAL ITEM STATUS 

A. Site Characterization Plannin9 

Midway Valley Trenching 

Information for the Midway Valley and Calcite-Silica Activities 
Requirements Document has been compiled by the Yucca Mountain Project 
Office (Project Office).  

A draft of the Quality Assurance (QA) Grading Report, "Preparation of 
the Midway Valley and Calcite-Silica Activities Document," was 
prepared and presented to the Quality Review Board.  

The Midway Valley/Calcite-Silica Logic Network, Revision 0, was 
updated to reflect the current status as of August 10, 1990. Two new 
critical path items - environmental resurveys to provide reclamation 
data for the Midway Valley trenches and development of reclamation 
requirements for trenching activities - have been added to the 
network.  

Site Characterization Plan (SCP) Progress Reports 

No significant SCP highlights to report this week.  

SCP Comments 

An Integration Group meeting will be held on September 11-12, 1990, 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, to continue the preparation and review of 
several comment response packages.
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Partial draft responses to State of Nevada comments on the Midway 
Valley Study Plans 8.3.1.17.4.2 and 8.3.1.5.2.1 are being prepared.  
Comments are being addressed on an accelerated schedule.  

SCP Study Plan Status: August 17, 1990 

U.S. Department of Energy/Headquarters (DOE/HQ) comments on Priority 
Level 1 Study Plan 8.3.1.5.1.4, "Analysis of the Paleoenvironmental 
History of the Yucca Mountain Region," were submitted to the author 
for consideration.  

The screening review of Priority Level 3 Study Plan 8.3.1.17.3.3.2, 
"Development of Empirical Models for Underground Nuclear Explosions," 
was completed. The study plan was subsequently transmitted for 
Yucca Mountain Project review.  

A comment resolution meeting is scheduled for August 28-30, 1990, in 
Albuquerque, New-Mexico, on Priority Level 2 Study Plans 8.3.1.2.2.5, 
"Diffusion Tests in the ESF," 8.3.1.3.6.1, "Dynamic Transport Column 
Experiments," and 8.3.1.3.6.2, "Diffusion." 

Draft Priority Level 3 Study Plan 8.3.1.17.3.1, "Relevant Earthquake 
Sources," was received for Project Office review.  

Comment verification on project comments concerning Priority Level 1 
Study Plan 8.3.1.17.4.6, "Quaternary Faulting within the Site Area," 
was completed.  

STUDY PLAN BREAKDOWN 

Project Office Acceptance Review... 1 
Revision ....... .................... 1 

Project Review. . . .... 0 
Post-Project Office Revision. . .. 0 

Parallel Project Office/2Q Review . 12 
HQ Review (Project Office Review 

'complete) .................... 0 
Awaiting comment resolution . . .. 11 
Post HQ Revision ................... 5 

Project Office/HQ Audit ....... 12 
NRC Acceptance Review ........ 8 

Revision ..... ............. . 0 
NRC Start-Work Review ........ 0 

Revision ......................... 0 
NRC Acceptance ..................... 2

Total ..... 5252
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Exploratory Shaft Facility (ESF) Alternative and Calico Hills 
Studies 

The Calico Hills Task Group Chairman is compiling data and preparing 
a final report summarizing work completed to date. Applied Decision 
Analysis staff are supporting the effort by conducting sensitivity 
studies, analyzing data, and reviewing supporting documentation.  
The initial draft of the report is tentatively scheduled for 
completion on September 14, 1990. Task force members are drafting 
recommendations for future actions and strategies.  

The detail schedule for the completion of the ESF Alternatives Study 
is being modified to include the incorporation of the "Calico Hills 
Priority Access." Revisions to layouts, cost estimates, data 
sheets, and influence diagrams are underway for use in the final 
evaluation process.  

The numbered options for scoring has increased from 17 to 34.  
Scoring is 13 percent complete.  

OPTIONS STATUS 

Original New Total 

Options 17 17 34 

Total Revised 

Influence Diagrams 15 2 

Surface Base Testing (SBT) Prioritization 

Discussed options for SBT-P input for upcoming workshop on site 
suitability. Provided materials to Golder Associates for their 
Suitability Methodology Development Task. Core Team members refined 
their roles in the model development task and received a 
walk-through of the preliminary system performance model.
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Alternatives to License Application Strategies (ATLAS) 
The joint Project Office and Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste 
Management (OCRWM) review of the ATLAS Final Draft Report is 
continuing. Comments are expected at the Project Office by 
August 17, 1990.  

B. Environmental and Socioeconomic Programs 

The Environmental Awareness and Protection Training Program was 
completed. The program emphasizes the protection of biological and 
archaeological resources and pollution prevention. The training 
program was viewed by Project Office management and will ultimately 
be viewed by all project staff.  

On July 31, 1990, the project received a permit from the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers to construct in the washes around Yucca Mountain. This 
permit satisfies the requirements of Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act.  

C. Field Operations 

Project staff conducted a Quality Management Procedure 06-04 review 
of Administrative Procedure 5.26Q, "Control and Review of 
Submittals." 

The review of Field Operating Instruction on "Field Operation of 
Technical Library," was completed for the Site Manager.  

A proposal from Lang Exploratory Drilling (Lang) of Salt Lake City, 
Utah, regarding a pipe handling system for the LM-300 drill is 
expected this week. The proposal will outline the details of the 
mechanism required to handle the massive drill pipe used by this 
drilling system.  

Project staff completed the Schmidt-Hanmer testing of 
Apache Leap, Arizona, core obtained from drillholes USW UZP-4 and 
UZP-5. Point load testing of the core was also initiated.  

D. Project Planning and Control 

Cost actuals, latest revised estimates, and percent complete data 
for July 1990 are being submitted by project participants. The data 
will be used to produce performance reports at the participant, 
project Work Breakdown Structure, and project levels.
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E. QA Implementation 

The integrated OCRWM/Yucca Mountain Project Quality Assurance 
Requirements Document and the Quality Assurance Program Description 
were submitted for review to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) on April 13, 1990. Comments were received on June 1, 1990.  
Comment resolution is in process.  

F. Major Oversight Group Meetings 

The final drafts of presentations for the August 28-29, 1990, 
briefing to the Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board (NWTRB) 
Engineered Barrier Panel were completed and submitted to the 
presenter for final review.  

The upcoming NRC Technical Exchange on the Design Control Process, 
tentatively scheduled for August 1990,-has been postponed by the NRC 
until February 1991.  

G. Public Outreach Activities 

A tour of the![Clark County Yucca Mountain Information Office was 
hosted for Central Telephone Company employees on August 15, 1990.  

Project institutional staff finalized arrangements and staffed the 
project table-top exhibit at the Nevada State Fair in Reno, Nevada, 
on August 14-19, 1990.  

H. Washington, D.C., Activities 

Staff continued the review of the NRC Staff Position Paper 60-001, 
"Clarification of the 300-1000 Years Period for Substantially 
Complete Containment of High-Level Wastes Within the Waste Packages 
Under 10 CFR 60.113(a)(1)(ii)(A)." 

A presentation on "Reducing Ground-Water Flow Model Uncertainties at 
Yucca Mountain," was prepared for the International Conference on 
Calibration and Reliability in Ground Water Modeling. The 
conference is scheduled for September 1990 in The Hague, The 
Netherlands.  

A dry run evaluation was held for the upcoming NWT B Engineered 
Barrier System Panel meeting. The meeting is scheduled for 
August 28-29, .1990.  

Staff continued the review of the NRC "Draft Technical Position on 
Regulatory Considerations in the Design and Construction of the 
Exploratory Shaft Facility."
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II. Significant Accomplishments/Information Items 

Project Manager met with the U.S. Department of Justice on 
Friday, August 10, 1990, to provide information for the arguments 
against the state's legal fight against the federal government's effort 
to build a nuclear waste dump at Yucca Mountain. All arguments were 
attended before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals by Richard Amick and 
Dave Gassman, both with Nevada Operations Office, Office of Chief 
Counsel on Thursday, August 17, 1990, in San Francisco, California.  

Project Manager participated in a meeting of the National Nuclear Waste 
Transportation Task Force on Saturday, August 11, 1990, in Reno, Nevada.  

Milestone RYM04, "Complete the Waste Package Plan (WPP)," was completed.  
The WPP has been approved by the Project Office and is being prepared 
for controlled distribution.  

The first draft of the Waste Acceptance Preliminary Specification was 
prepared for informal review.  

Milestone RY103 has been satisfied by the completion of procurement of 
the LM-300 drill rig from Lang. The LM-300 is the largest mobile rig, 
of this type, in existence. It is also the only drill rig capable of 
obtaining dry core from the depths required during site 
characterization.  

III. Upcoming Events Calendar

Please note that the usage of "(P)" in the 
event is open to the public.

Date Event

calendar indicates that the

Location YMPO Contact

A. DOE/EQ Meetings

Tuesday, 
August 28 

Thursday, 
August 30 

Wednesday, 
September 26

Topical Senior 
Management Meeting 

Program Management 
Meeting 

Program Management 
Meeting

Washington, 
DC 

Washington, 
DC 

Las Vegas, 
NV

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office
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Location YMPO Contact

B. Internal Project and DOE/NV meetings

Thursday, 
September 6 

Friday, 
September 7

Planning and Budget 
Meeting 

PM-TPO Meeting

Las Vegas, 
NV 

Las Vegas, 
NV

C. State and Public Interactions

Friday, 
August 24 

Wednesday, 
August 29 

Thursday, 
August 30 

Thursday, 
September 13 

Tuesday, 
October 2 

Tuesday, 
October 23

Nevada League of 
Cities 

Columbia University
U.S. School of Mines 

Diabetes Association 
Meeting 

Public Education 
Program 

Spectrum '90 Nuclear 
& Hazardous Waste 
Management Internat'l 
Topical Meeting 

Topical Symposium 
Environmental Radia
tion & Public Policy

D. Yucca mountain Project Tabletop Exhibit

Lovelock, 
NV 

New York, 
NY 

Las Vegas, 
NV 

Las Vegas, 
NV 

Knoxville, 
TN 

Las Vegas, 
NV 

Showings (P)

A. Robison, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office 

A. Robison, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office

Tuesday
Sunday, 
August 14-19 

Thursday
Saturday, 
August 16-18

Nevada State Fair 

Lincoln County Fair

Reno, 
NV 

Panaca, 
NV

M. Powell, 
Project 
Office 

M. Powell, 
Project 
Office

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office 

C. Gertz, 
Project 
Office

m m
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Event

D. Yucca Mountain Project Tabletop Exhibit

Location YMPO Contact

Showings (P) (continued)

Thursday
Friday, 
August 23-24 

Friday 
Monday, 
August 31
September 3

NV League of Cities 

Pioche Labor Day 
Festival

Lovelock, 
NV

Pioche, 
NV

D. Morgan, 
Project 
Office 

M. Powell, 
Project 
Office

E. NRC Interactions

Thursday, 
September 13

Wednesday 
Thursday, 
September 26-27

Friday, 
October 12

Thursday 
Friday, 
November 8-9

TE on Radionuclide 
Retardation and 
Modeling 

TE on Unsaturated 
Zone Hydrology and 
Hydrochemistry 
Testing 

TE on SBT 
Prioritization in 
Calico Hills 

TE on Calico Hills 
Risk-Benefit Analysis

Los Alamos, 
NM

Denver, 
CO

TBD

Denver, 
CO

M. Blanchard, 
Project 
Office 

M. Blanchard, 
Project 
Office 

A. Simmons, 
Project 
Office 

A. Simmons, 
Project 
Office

F. NWTRB Interactions

Tuesday 
Wednesday, 
August 28-29 

Tuesday 
Wednesday, 
September 11-12 

Thursday 
Friday, 
October 11-12

EBS Panel Technical 
Information Exchange 
on the WPP 

Radionuclide 
Sorption Workshop 

TE on SBT Prioriti
zation in Calico 
Hills

Pleasanton, 
CA 

Los Alamos, 
NM

TBD

M. Cloninger, 
Project 
Office 

M. Blanchard, 
Project 
Office 

A. Simmons, 
Project 
Office

Carl P. Gertz, Project Manager 
Yucca Mountain Project OfficeYMP:DLH-4566


