
August 14, 2000

Mr. Thomas C. Thompson, Director
Licensing & Competitive Assessment
NAC International, Inc.
655 Engineering Drive
Norcross, GA 30092

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE REVIEW (TAC NO. L23095)

Dear Mr. Thompson:

On May 19, 2000, NAC International, Inc. submitted an application in accordance with
10 CFR Part 72 for a license amendment to permit the storage of Connecticut Yankee spent
fuel in the NAC multi-purpose canister (MPC) system. This letter is to inform you that the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has determined that the application contains the
necessary information to begin our review. However, the acceptance review has identified two
deficiencies. The first is a minor deficiency in the application in Table 1.5-1, entitled
“NUREG-1536 Compliance Matrix,” that should be addressed. The deficiency is in the
Criticality Evaluation Area 3, “Criticality Design Features.” The description of compliance
references the June 1998 proposed rule modification to 10 CFR 72.124(b). This rule change
was completed and went into effect in June 1999. As a result, to be consistent with the current
regulations the description of compliance should be modified to describe (or reference the
description) how the continued efficacy of the absorber is confirmed by either demonstration or
analysis. The second deficiency is in the analyses that support the extended drying times. The
analyses appear to be similar to the analyses that the NRC has previously reviewed for the
recent NAC-UMS application. As you are aware, the staff has identified and documented
deficiencies in these analyses for the NAC-UMS application. As a result, in order to commence
the review on these aspects of the application in a timely manner, the deficiencies identified
above should be corrected for the NAC-MPC Connecticut Yankee application within 30 days.

On July 20, 2000, the NRC provided you a schedule for the review. The next milestone for this
review in the published schedule is for the NRC to issue a request for additional information, if
necessary, by October 30, 2000. However, the schedule provided in the July, 20, 2000, letter
was based on the assumption that the application was complete and ready for review. If the
deficiencies identified above are corrected within 30 days, the staff does not expect the overall
schedule to be significantly affected, however, the NRC will reevaluate the overall schedule
when corrected information is provided. Please reference docket number 72-1025 and the
noted TAC No. in future correspondence related to this action.

Additionally, by letter dated August 1, 2000, you stated your intention to respond to the NRC
July 20, 2000, letter describing four review schedules. Your letter states that some important
upcoming amendment applications for the NAC-UMS System are not shown on the schedule
and that additional NRC staff resources will be required to review these applications. The NRC
does not intend to devote resources or commit to a schedule for any of these applications until
you commit to a submittal date, as well as a priority and need date, with an associated basis.
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You may contact me at 301-415-2947 if you have any questions regarding our review of the
NAC-MPC Connecticut Yankee amendment or Tim McGinty at 301-415-8580 if you have any
questions regarding our review of the NAC-UMS applications.

Sincerely,
/S/ /RA/
Christopher P. Jackson, Project Manager
Spent Fuel Licensing Section
Spent Fuel Project Office
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

Docket Nos. 72-1025
72-1015
71-9270

cc: Mr. Gerry van Noordennen
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company

Mr. Michael Meisner
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company

Mr. George Zinke
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company

Mr. David C. Jones
Duke Power

Mr. Russ Mellor
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company

Mr. Scott Bauer
Arizona Public Service Company

Mr. Paul Bemis
Stone and Webster Eng. & Construction
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