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N A R U C
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

Bob Rowe, President 
Montana Public Service Commission 

Nora Mead Brownell, First Vice President 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

William M. Nugent, Second Vice President 
Maine Public Utilities Commission

Allan T. Thorns, Treasurer 
Iowa Utilities Board 

Charles D. Gray, Executive Director 
Washington, D.C. Office

August 3, 2000 

Honorable Richard A. Meserve 
Chairman 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 

Re: "Resolution Supporting Nuclear Power 
Plant License Renewal" 

Dear Chairman Meserve: 

The Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners 
adopted the referenced Resolution at its Summer Committee meetings in Los Angeles last month 
that pertains to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. I am pleased to provide a copy for your 
review.  

We are pleased to see that the Commission has developed a license renewal process that 
applies the principles of risk-informed regulation to the consideration of continued nuclear power 
plant operation beyond the initial license period. To have completed the first such review for 
Calvert Cliffs in less time than anticipated reflects well on the professionalism and dedication of 
those NRC personnel and industry people involved. Having a predictable process should allow 
other applicants to prepare well for their own applications.  

NARUC also appreciated having Robert Wood discuss plant license transfers with our 
commissioners at the same meeting.

Charles D. Gray 
Executive Director

Enclosure 

Cc: Hon. Greta Joy Dicus 
Hon. Nils J. Diaz 
Hon. Edward McGaffigan, Jr.  
Hon. Jeffrey S. Merrifield
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Resolution Supporting Nuclear Power Plant License Renewal

WHEREAS, Nuclear energy is a major source of electricity in the U.S.; and 

WHEREAS, Nuclear power plants produce baseload electricity with minimal adverse 
environmental impact, and can thus help the U.S. reach its goal of reduced air pollution 
and lower greenhouse gas emissions and offset emissions from fossil-fueled power 
plants; and 

WHEREAS, Existing nuclear power plants represent a valuable source of emissions 
offsets for fossil-fueled power plants and, in the absence of nuclear power, those fossil
fueled power plants would be subject to more stringent emissions controls and increased 
compliance costs; and 

WHEREAS, Thirty-eight nuclear power plants will reach the end of their original 40
year operating licenses by 2015; and 

WHEREAS, The Atomic Energy Act of 1954 permits nuclear power plants to renew 
their 40-year operating licenses; and 

WHEREAS, Continuing to produce baseload electricity with minimal adverse 
environmental impact from nuclear power requires the renewal of operating licenses for 
existing nuclear power plants; and 

WHEREAS, Two companies received Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) approval 
for license renewal for five nuclear power units in 2000, and more renewal applications 
are expected; and 

WHEREAS, Nuclear power plant license renewal often represents a cost-effective 
option available for new electricity supply and provides significant benefits to electricity 
consumers, including contributing to the reliability of the electric utility system; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory 
Utility Commissioners ("NARUC") convened in its 2000 Summer Meeting in Los 
Angeles, California, supports nuclear power plant license renewal that ensures continued 
safe operation of the plants; and be it further 

RESOLVED, NARUC urges the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to continue to pursue 
the license renewal process with a focus on safety and efficiency.  

Sponsored by the Committee on Electricity 
Adopted by the NARUC Board of Directors July 26, 2000


