
DRAFT CONGRESSIONAL LETTER

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is amending its Fitness-for-Duty Rule [10 CFR Part 26, which
was published in the Federal Register on June 7, 1989 (54 FR 24468)].

NRC review of experience gained since implementation of the current rule on January 3, 1990, indicated
that, although the rule is sound and provides a means for deterrence and detection of substance abuse,
some modifications will enhance the effectiveness of licensees' fitness-for-duty programs and reduce
unnecessary burdens, while assuring continued protection of public health and safety. The amendments
take into account experience in implementing the rule, developments in this area, and actions by other
government agencies related to this matter.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the final rule as approved by the Commission for publication in
the Federal Register.

Sincerely,

Dennis K. Rathbun, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
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