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I Union of Concerned Scientists 
August 1, 2000 

Mr. Richard A. Meserve, Chairman 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

SUBJECT: PROTOCALS FOR 'INDEPENDENT' NRC STAFF REVIEWS 

Dear Chairman Meserve 

On Monday, July 31, 2000, I attended a public meeting at White Flint between Entergy and the NRC 
staff Mr. Kalyanam and Mr. Gramm represented the NRC staff while Mr. Brandon and Mr. Miller 
represented Entergy. The meeting covered the status of current and upcoming licensing actions for the 
Waterford nuclear plant. I was the sole member of the public at this meeting.  

One of the agenda items involved Entergy's response to a Request for Additional Information issued by 
the NRC staff regarding the emergency feedwater system. Entergy reported that their formal response 
had been issued July 27, 2000, and differed from the informal draft that had been previously e-mailed to 
the NRC staff in only one area.  

That discussion prompted the following generic questions about formal vs. informal reviews conducted 
by the NRC staff: 

1. Are informal (draft) copies of licensee correspondence placed on the docket and made publicly 
available? If not, why not? 

2. Are staff replies to licensee's informal (draft) copies placed on the docket and made publicly 
available? If not, why not? 

3. What NRC policies and procedures govern the NRC staffs informal working relationship with 
licensees on the preparation of formal correspondence by the licensees? 

4. Is the NRC staff really conducting independent reviews when it is actively involved in the 
preparation (i.e., review and comment cycle) of formal correspondence by licensees? (By 
comparison, the Quality Assurance staff of a licensee cannot perform an independent review of a 
calculation or engineering report that it helped prepare.) 

UCS is not contending that this specific event involving Waterford constitutes improper behavior on the 
part of either Entergy or the NRC staff. Clearly, full and complete communications between the NRC 
staff and licensees can add information to the public record. But it is also clear that without well-defined 
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controls, informal communications between the NRC staff and licensees can result in abuses such as loss 
of independence. UCS would like answers to the above questions in order to determine which category 
these informal interactions fall into.  

Please note that UCS relocated its DC office yesterday and we have new telephone numbers and mailing 
address.  

Sincerely, 

David Lochbaum 
Nuclear Safety Engineer 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
1707 H Street NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006-3919 
(202) 223-6133 
(202) 223-6162 fax

cc: Mr. Hubert Bell, Inspector General
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