
July 31, 2000

Mr. C. Lance Terry
Senior Vice President &

Principal Nuclear Officer
TXU Electric Company
ATTN: Regulatory Affairs Department
P. O. Box 1002
Glen Rose, TX 76043

Dear Mr. Terry:

I am responding to your May 10, 2000, letter which requests a refund of all fees charged for the
review of a Topical Report, “Control of Hazard Barriers.” By letter dated August 14, 1998,
Texas Utilities Electric Company (TXU) submitted the topical report and requested approval as
a plant specific licensing action for use at the Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station. Based
on the following, your request is granted.

In a May 18, 2000, letter to TXU, Mr. Stuart A. Richards, Director, Project Directorate IV &
Decommissioning, NRR, states:

These hazard barriers are typically removable floors, walls, or doors that protect safety-
related equipment from hazards such as those associated with high-energy line breaks.
The Topical Report addresses the nature of hazard barriers and the implications for
operability of safety-related equipment associated with control of these barriers.
Submittal of this Topical Report by TXU, represents a forward-looking and thoughtful
approach to a difficult issue. After reviewing the Topical Report, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) staff has concluded that guidance developed on Title 10 of the Code
of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 50, Section 50.59, “Changes, tests and
experiments,” and guidance on 10 CFR 50.65, “Requirements for monitoring the
effectiveness of maintenance at nuclear power plants,” should provide sufficient
guidance regarding the NRC’s position on the control of hazard barriers. The NRC staff
intends to prepare a Regulatory Issue Summary to address these issues associated with
control of hazard barriers.

The NRC staff agrees that the information provided in the Topical Report led to the conclusion
that the resolution of this issue is generic in nature and not plant specific. Moreover, NRC will
be providing generic guidance to the industry in the near term, and review of the Topical Report
will have helped the NRC staff develop the guidance.

Therefore, in accordance with 10 CFR 170.11(b)(1) and 170.21, Footnote 4, I hereby grant a
waiver of the total fee assessed under TACs MA3528, and MA3529. The attached summary
billing reports for MA3528 and MA3529 show $37,880 to be the total amount billed. A refund of
$37,880 will be sent to you within 30 days of the date of this letter.

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Poteat of my staff at 301-415-6392.
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Sincerely,

R/A

Jesse L. Funches
Chief Financial Officer

Docket Nos. 50-445 and 50-446

Attachments: Summary Billing Reports (2)

cc: See attached list
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Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station

cc:
Senior Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 2159
Glen Rose, TX 76403-2159

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

Mrs. Juanita Ellis, President
Citizens Association for Sound Energy
1426 South Polk
Dallas, TX 75224

Mr. Roger D. Walker
Regulatory Affairs Manager
TXU Electric
P. O. Box 1002
Glen Rose, TX 76043

George L. Edgar, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1800 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-5869

Honorable Dale McPherson
County Judge
P. O. Box 851
Glen Rose, TX 76043

Office of the Governor
ATTN: John Howard, Director
Environmental and Natural

Resources Policy
P. O. Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711

Arthur C. Tate, Director
Division of Compliance & Inspection
Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3189

Jim Calloway
Public Utility Commission of Texas
Electric Industry Analysis
P. O. Box 13326
Austin, TX 78711-3326


