
July 18, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO: William F. Kane, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

FROM: Michael F. Weber, Director /RA/
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety

and Safeguards, NMSS

SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FOR POST-INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL RE:
WORKING GROUP MEETING CONSIDERING THE PHYSICAL
PROTECTION CONVENTION REVISION QUESTION-IAEA

From June 26-30, 2000, Michael Warren and Nancy Fragoyannis of the Division of Fuel Cycle
Safety and Safeguards (FCSS) participated in the second meeting of the informal open-ended
Working Group considering the question of whether there is a need to revise the Convention on
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, in Vienna, Austria. The meeting provided an open
forum to discuss working papers on illicit trafficking (Working Paper No. 6), the IAEA physical
protection program (Working Papers Nos. 7-10), the Convention (Working Papers Nos. 2 and
5), and bilateral international cooperation in the area of physical protection. The U.S.
Delegation introduced a third paper under the Convention item, which became Working Paper
No. 11 and which provided an assessment of the results of its initiative to find where common
ground might lie on the Convention revision question.

The U.S. efforts to ensure substantive, ongoing discussion of the revision question at the June
and subsequent meetings paid off. Near consensus materialized that ongoing discussion of the
revision question, including how the Convention might be revised, was essential to the Working
Group’s reaching by May 2001 a meaningful recommendation on the question of whether there
is a need to revise the Convention. Consistent with that near consensus, the Working Group
directed the drafting group to prepare working papers for the November 2000 meeting of the
Working Group that would in essence advance the assessment begun by the U.S. as to where
common ground for revising the Convention may lie. FCSS will continue to support this effort.
It is anticipated that Nancy Fragoyannis will participate in the October Technical Drafting Group
and November Working Group meetings in Vienna. A formal report for this meeting will be
submitted in the near future.
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