
July 7, 2000

Ms. Sandra Brown
606 ½ Church Street
Vidalia, Georgia 30474

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO INQUIRY RELATED TO INFANT MORTALITY NEAR PLANT
HATCH

Dear Ms. Brown:

On May 12, 2000, you had an opportunity to interact with my staff regarding the infant mortality
rate in the area around the Hatch Nuclear Power Plant. As I understand it, you were curious
about information that had been collected locally and that was provided to the State.

The Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of Public Health, Epidemiology and
Prevention Branch recently released a study of Child and Maternal Health, including a
discussion of infant mortality in Georgia. The study, “The Challenge of Change, A Mid-Decade
Look at the Maternal and Child Health in Georgia” is available on the internet at
http://www.ph.dhr.stated.ga.us/healthdata/perinatal.shtml. A copy of the report is enclosed for
your use.

The Division of Public Health, Epidemiology and Prevention Branch did not find the infant
mortality rates in the regions surrounding nuclear power plants to be greater than the normal
range for the State. The report on Maternal and Child Health, mentioned above, provides a
detailed discussion on the risk factors that contribute to infant mortality. If you have any
questions about the report, you may contact the Epidemiology and Prevention Branch directly
at (404) 667-6448.

I hope this information is responsive to you concern.

Sincerely,
/RA/
Barry Zalcman, Section Chief
Generic Issues, Environmental, Financial,

and Rulemaking Branch
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-321 and 50-366

Enclosure: As stated
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