July 17, 2000

Dr. Alan Waltar

Head of Nuclear Engineering
Texas A&M University

Zachry Bldg. Room 129

College Station, TX 77843-3133

Dear Dr. Waltar:

Thank you for your letter of June 23, 2000, in which you outlined a schedule for your plan with
regard to the AGN-201 research reactor.

With regard to Mr. Robert O. Berry’'s senior operator license renewal (item 1 in your letter), our
policy is not to renew operator licenses when documentation for their renewal has not been
timely. In this instance, Mr. Berry’s license expired on April 6, 2000, and since a renewal
request has not been submitted, we consider that the license has expired. Mr. Berry should file
for a new license (Forms 396 and 398) and, if he wishes to, request a waiver of the examination
requirements (written and oral) for a Senior Reactor Operator license, which we would consider
depending on the justification provided. Mr. Berry should submit his status with regard to the
completion of the requirements of the operator requalification program. Mr. Berry was informed
of these details on July 7, 2000, in a telecon with Patrick Isaac of my staff.

With regard to the submittal of all material for the extension of the current operating license of
the AGN-201(item 2 of your letter), we find this acceptable.

With regard to items 3 and 4 in your letter, we commend efforts on your part which would
enhance the synergy between the TRIGA and the AGN, and also upgrade the instrumentation
module for the AGN-201.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Ledyard B. Marsh, Chief

Events Assessment, Generic Communications
and Non-Power Reactors Branch

Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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