June 30, 2000

The Honorable Bennie G. Thompson
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Thompson:

I am responding to your June 28, 2000, e-mail request for information on the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) Faculty
and Student Research Participation Program. Specifically, the amount of funds awarded to
HBCU's in the state of Mississippi during Fiscal Year 1999.

The enclosed HBCU listing published by the White House Initiative on HBCUs dated May 2000
identifies eight schools in Mississippi. During Fiscal Year 1999, NRC awarded (expended)
$12,400 to a faculty member of Jackson State University. The recipient performed research
activities in support of an NRC project entitled Wavelet Processing of Ultrasoci Signals
Backscattered from Coarse-Grained Materials, which was conducted at Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory, a Department of Energy (DOE) Laboratory.

The NRC’s HBCU Faculty and Student Research Participation Program enables HBCU faculty
and students to conduct technical research and development activities on campus and at DOE
facilities where a substantial portion of NRC's research and technical assistance activities are
performed. Applicants, as noted in the enclosed brochure, must: (1) be full-time faculty
members or students in good standing at an HBCU; (2) be U.S. citizens or permanent resident
aliens; and (3) must have a minimum 2.5 GPA for undergraduate student or minimum 2.75
GPA for graduate student. For further information on the HBCU Program, | have included
NRC's Fiscal Year 1999 Annual Federal Performance Report on Executive Agency Actions to
Assist HBCUs and Fiscal Year 1999 Annual Federal Plan of Executive Agency Actions to Assist
HBCUs.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need additional information. | can
be reached at 301-415-7380 or IPL@NRC.gov.

Sincerely,
/RA/

Irene P. Little, Director
Office of Small Business and Civil Rights

Enclosures:
As stated

cc: D. Rathbun, OCA
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