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BY JOHN llEILPRIN and GREG IlUItTON 
THiE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

WEN DOVER - For the second 
day in a row, an Air Force F-16C 
fighter jet has crashed in Utah's 
western desert - and the pilot 
has survived.  

The $20 million jet went down 
Thursday minutes before 5 p.m.  
in the Utah Test and Training 
Range, near the Bonneville Salt 
Flats. It exploded in a fireball 100 
miles west of Hlli Air Force Base, 
Air Force officials said.  

Pilot Judd Kelley ejected safely 
six miles north of Interstate 80 
and lanied three miles closer to 
the road.  

It took rescuers about an hour 
to find Kelley, and they were only 
able to find him in the dark be
cause the pilot set off a flair. 

"I'm sure glad to see you guys," 
Kelley told them upon meeting.  
Other than feeling a little cold, 
the pilot with the 388th Fighter 
Wing's 34th Fighter Squadron 
said he felt fine.  

Wendover Volunteer Fire 
Chief Wayne Hayes said he heard 
a page that the plane had been 
having trouble, lie was driving his 
tractor-trailer on 1-80 when he 
saw Mhe plane fall at a slight angle.  

"I automatically started watch
ing the sky, and I kind of glanced 
at the plane out of t(ie corner of 
my eye," he said. "Then I saw a

big explosion, like a fireball on., 
the ground. And after that, there,", 
was quite a bit of black smoke." 

One of the rescuers who first 
found Kelley, Tooele County.  
Sheriff's Deputy Steve Elton, said 
of the area where the plane.  
crashed: "There's nothing out 
there but a big black dark void of 
mud." 

lie said a passing motorist saw 
Kelley parachuting toward the 
ground.  

Kelley ejected near the Silver,' 
Island Mountains and was met by'.  
rescue personnel from the sher-'i.  
iff's office and fire departmeint.'' 
Then a Utah Army NationaVlV 
Guard helicopter took him to thel• 
base hospital for treatment.  

"Initial indications are that heo I 
is in good condition," said 
Frances Kosakowsky, a spokest." :.  
woman for the 388th Fighter`!: 
Wing. "It's a horrible thing t4 
have planes all buggered up, buti 
it's far worse to have a pilot In- ;• 
juredi." a 

On Wednesday, two F-l6Cs, ! 
also fron the 388th, collided In .  
midair during a training run. It C 
was the first such midair collision 
for luill jets in Utah; pilots Paul 3 
llertzberg and Scott Ilufford sur- tI 
vived with minor injuries. s 

]i that crash, IHertzberg ejected t
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F-16 Crash
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*the jets.  
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At -the miiays~qest, h 'three-if .lsIin -department sent}. thr. fr-" +-.. .  

S since fighters and two emergency medi
major cal technicians to meet the pilot.  
In the They drove about 20 miles and 

parked on 1-80, then walked to
e than ward the remaining flames of the 
hours, plane.  
e its in One firefighter, Leo Wheeler.  
volving recalled that by the time the res

cuers had arrived, Kelley already 
crash, was sending his coordinates by ra

ra De- dio for the helicopter pickup.  
LI from .-There were still some shooting 
ion for flames, but It looked like just out 

Wen- of the wiring," Wheeler said.  
ter the "And we were still about two 
er call miles away from the plane."
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Jets Collide 
Over Utah; 
Pilots Live 

BY JOHN HEILPRIN 
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 

Two Air Force F-16C fighter 
jets collided in midair during a 
training run Wednesday, injur
ing both pilots and destroying 
one of the $20 million aircraft.  

Pilots Paul Hertzberg and 
Scott Hufford were treated for 
minor injuries from the 1:30 
p.m. collision over the Utah Test 
and Training Range, 105 miles 
west of Hill Air Force Base, offi
cials said.  

Hertzberg safely ejected from 
his crippled jet, which crashed 
in a fireball. Hufford managed 
to land his damaged single-en
gine fighter at Michael Army
Airfield at Dugway Proving 
Ground. Both pilots are with the 
421st Fighter Squadron.

.'$- .and 70 are at Hill Air Iorce Base, 

,•G:F.16sn tra'vel in excess of twice the speed of sound.  

•,"0 Since 1975, there have been 233 major F-1 6 crashes and 
62 deaths In the U.S.  

0 Hill has had 37 F-16 crashes since 1979-with no deaths.  

0 Wednesday's accident was the first midair collision at Hill.

Hertzberg was picked up by a 
Utah Army National Guard heli
copter about 17 miles from 
where the planes collided, and 
was flown to a hospital at the 

,base for treatment. Hufford was 
treated at the scene.

The collision, which occurred 
over the remote area of western 
Utah desert, was the first midair 
collision for active-duty jets sta
tioned at Hill since the base

See PILOTS, Page A-7

To: Clay Parr 
Mike Later 
Brian Allen 

From: Steve Christiansen 

Here are examples of more accidents in Tooele County 

associated with existing high risk facilities there.
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"Luckily In this crash, since it there wer 
happened on the range, there was the Unitei 
nothing in the way," said Air involving I 
Force spokesman Rob Koon, Hill wa.  
speaking from the Pentagon. an operatU 
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place while six F-16Cs were train- Since U 
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Hufford, on the red team, hit military p] 
Hertzberg, on the blue team, There 
while playing a supersonic game ones outs 
of hide-and-seek, according to Air two F-16s 
Force officials. That much is of Mexico 
known, though investigators like- Then in 
ly will take months to figure out midair col 
exactly what happened. C-141 an 

"Unfortunately, we can't be struck eac 
sure who collided with who," said Africa, k 
Dennis Mehring, spokesman for and'24 Ge 
the 388th Fighter Wing. "Fortu- Just thr 
nately, there were no reports of collided it 
any serious Injuries." training al 

The F-16Cs were carrying inert In those 
AIM9 Sidewinder missiles bolted Wednesda 
to the jets. During training, the one pilot 
missiles are used only for the other land 
electronic eye that pilots see Hill spc 
through for targeting. said it tak 
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