
July 5, 2000

Mr. Ralph E. Beedle
Senior Vice President

and Chief Nuclear Officer
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006-3708

Dear Mr. Beedle:

Thank you for your letter to Mr. Collins and the letter from Ms. Hendricks to me, dated April 3,
2000 and May 17, 2000, respectively. Both letters were associated with industry input on
improving power reactor decommissioning regulations, a current initiative undertaken by the
NRC staff.

As you are aware, the NRC staff had recommended an initiative for improving power reactor
decommissioning regulations to the Commission in SECY-99-168, dated June 30, 1999. The
Commission in turn approved the initiative with some modifications, as outlined in the Staff
Requirements Memorandum dated December 21, 1999. Since then, the NRC staff has been
working on two initiatives. One is associated with a single, integrated risk-informed
decommissioning rule and the other is associated with decommissioning regulatory
improvements.

In your letter to Mr. Collins, you recommended combining the two initiatives mentioned above.
On May 9, 2000, the NRC staff met with members of your staff and public stakeholders to
discuss this proposal. After the meeting, Ms. Hendricks, in Nuclear Energy Institute’s May 17,
2000, letter recommended an approach to carry out the method you proposed. We plan to
meet with your organization around the end of July to discuss the letter from Ms. Hendricks.
The NRC staff has reviewed this approach; however, since we were committed to have a
rulemaking plan to the Commission by June 30, 2000, and because of the significant progress
that has been made to date, specifically associated with the single, integrated risk-informed
decommissioning rule, we plan to continue on the path outlined in the Staff Requirements
Memorandum dated December 21, 1999. The NRC staff considers the current plan to be
efficient and timely. If a plan similar to the one you proposed is eventually adopted, the NRC
staff believes that all progress previously made would not have been wasted, since that same
effort would likely be needed in any new plan.

The success of the effort to improve power reactor decommissioning regulations is due in part
to the input received from stakeholders. Although the NRC staff plans to continue on the path
outlined by the Commission, your input will certainly be considered while we continue with the
single, integrated risk-informed decommissioning rule and the decommissioning regulatory
improvements initiative.
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. The NRC staff contact is
Mr. David Wrona, who can be reached at (301) 415-1924, or djw1@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

John A. Zwolinski, Director
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 689

cc: See next page
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cc:

Mr. Alex Marion, Director
Programs
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. David Modeen, Director
Engineering
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Anthony Pietrangelo, Director
Licensing
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Jim Davis, Director
Operations
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Ms. Lynnette Hendricks, Director
Plant Support
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. H. A. Sepp, Manager
Regulatory and Licensing Engineering
Westinghouse Electric Company
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

Mr. Charles B. Brinkman, Director
Washington Operations
ABB-Combustion Engineering, Inc.
12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Suite 330
Rockville, MD 20852

Mr. Michael Meisner
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Co.
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscassett, ME 04578-4922

Mr. Paul Blanch
Energy Consultant
135 Hyde Road
West Hartford, CT 06117

New England Coalition on Nuclear
Pollution

P. O. Box 545
Brattleboro, VT 05302

Mr. Ray Shadis
Friends of the Coast
P. O. Box 98
Edgecomb, ME 04556

Mr. David Lochbaum
Union of Concerned Scientists
1616 P St. NW, Suite 310
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Paul Gunter
Nuclear Information Resource Service
1424 16th St. NW, Suite 404
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Peter James Atherton
P.O. Box 2337
Washington, DC 20013

Mr. H. G. Brack
Center for Biological Monitoring
P.O. Box 144
Hull’s Cove, ME 04644

Ms. Deborah B. Katz
Citizen’s Awareness Network
P. O. Box 3023
Charlemont, MA 01339-3023

Mr. Robert Holden
National Congress of American Indians
Suite 200
1301 Connecticut Ave, NW
Washington DC, 20036


