
Gregg E. Simonds 
139 East South Temple, Suite 310 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

January 16, 1998 

Bryan T. Allen 
Parr, Waddoups, Gee, Brown & Loveless 
185 South State Street 
Suite 1300 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

I am writing at the request of Castle Rock Land & Livestock, L.C. and Skull Valley Co., 

Ltd (collectively, "Castle Rock"). I am the Vice President of Agricultural Operations for the 

Ensign Group, which is affiliated with, and participates in the management of certain ranches 

owned by Castle Rock. Attached please find a copy of my resume detailing my qualifications, 

including my masters degree in Range and Watershed Management and more than twenty years 

experience as a ranch manger and consultant.  

I am writing with regard to the application (the "Application") of Private Fuel Storage, 

L.L.C. ("PFS") to construct a private fuel storage facility ("PFSF") on the Skull Valley Goshute 

Indian Reservation ("Goshute Reservation") for the storage of spent nuclear fuel. Castle Rock 

owns approximately 67,000 acres of land (the "Ranchland") next to the Goshute Reservation.  

The present uses of the Ranchland included grazing cattle, raising horses, and residential uses.  

Based on my experience as the director and operator of numerous ranching operations 

throughout the Western United States and familiarity with the basic elements of the proposed 

PFSF, I am of the opinion that construction and operation of the PFSF would significantly 

reduce the usefulness and value of the Ranchland for agriculture operations. This opinion is 

based in part on my observation that there is heightened public concern about food safety, 

especially with regard to beef. Accordingly, producers, feeders, packers, and retailers are now 

establishing alliances to "source verify" beef so that the efficacy and safety of production is 

insured. The market for "source verified" beef is growing, as is the sophistication of the source 

verification process. Beef produced in an open, free ranging, wilderness-like environment is 

perceived to be cleaner, safer, and more valuable to the buying public. Construction and 

operation of the PFSF will inhibit, if not eliminate, Castle Rock's ability to market beef raised 

on the Ranchland as being "clean" range beef. This will keep Castle Rock from being a part 

of the developing alliances and from realizing the premiums that beef marketed through such 

alliances will command.  

In addition, to the extent that groundwater on the Ranchland is contaminated as a result 

of the construction, operation, or decommissioning of the PFSF, the land will become generally
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unsuitable for ranching or farming operations- purthermore, I believe that dust, noise, and an 

increased risk of accidents resulting from the increase it heavy-load traffic on the Skull Valley 

Road amociated. with the construction and operation of the PPSF will diminish the usefulness of 

the Ranchland for ranching or farming operations.  

Please feel free to contact me with any follow up question or requests for formal 

testimony.  

S rely 

Gregg Simo
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GreggE. Simonds 

Education: 
B.S., Utah State University, Range and Watershed Management, 1976.  

M.S., Utah State University, Range and Watershed Management, 1980.

Experience: 
1974-1994: 

1979: 

1994-1996:

_V

1996-Present:

Gregg has been consulting and/or managing ranches in the Intermountain area 

since 1974 when he was appointed manager of Deseret Land & Livestock, a 

200,000 deeded acre ranch in Utah. Under Gregg's guidance, Deseret Land & 

Livestock has become a national role-model as an efficient and highly profitable 

ranching operation that is sensitive to caring for the land.  
Gregg and other team members wrote a resource management plan for Bolivia as 

part of a U.S. Agency for International Development project. In 1980 he had his 

master's thesis: Impact of Crop Production and Intermountain Cattle Ranch 

Efficiency, accepted at Utah State University.  
Most recently Gregg has been a regional manager for Deseret Intermountain 
Ranches. These four ranches in Utah, Wyoming and Montana encompass over 

600,000 deeded and federal acres. These ranches have active cattle operations and 

wildlife/recreation programs. Deseret Intermountain Ranches is a division of 

Fanm Management Company, the largest producer of cattle in the United States

Gregg is currently the Vice President of Agricultural Operations for The Ensign 

Group. Gregg is also an adjunct professor in the agricultural department at 

Colorado State University.

Awards/Activities: Gregg has chaired a number of land management and habitat restoration 
committees. He was named the Utah Society of Range Management's 
"Rancher-of-the-Year" in 1986, received the President's "Take Pride in 

America', National Stewardships Award in 1989, the Department of the 

Interior National Stewardship Award in 1990, Land Manager of the Year 

by the Wyoming Wildlife Federation in 1994, and the Wyoming Bureau of 

Land Management Stewardship Award in 1995. Gregg has spoken widely 

on issues of responsible land practices, wildlife management, and 

profitable ranching.  
Gregg spends his free time hiking, biking, fishing, and skiing with his wife and three children

1--1


