
June 28, 2000

Mr. J. B. Beasley, Jr.
Vice President
Southern Nuclear Operating

Company, Inc.
Post Office Box 1295
Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

SUBJECT: VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2 - FACSIMILE
TRANSMISSION REGARDING ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED IN AN
UPCOMING CONFERENCE CALL (TAC NO. MA8501 AND MA8502)

Dear Mr. Beasley:

The enclosed information was transmitted by facsimile on June 27, 2000, to

Mr. Jim Bailey of Southern Nuclear Operating Company (licensee), to facilitate an upcoming

conference call in order to clarify the licensee’s submittal dated March 6, 2000, which requested

a revision to the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2, Technical Specifications. This

letter and the enclosure do not convey a formal request for information or represent a U.S.

Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff position.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Ramin Assa, Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate II
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-424 and 50-425

Enclosure: As stated

cc w/encl: See next page
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VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2
CONFERENCE CALL DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. In event of the need to close equipment hatch, what do procedures call for?

a. will equipment hatch opening be fully closed?
b. how long will it take for the equipment hatch door to effectively block opening?
c. how long will it take to complete required bolting of hatch?
d. where will equipment hatch be located while containment is open?
e. what equipment, electrical power, etc., is needed to close hatch?
f. what other duties will the hatch closing crew have during fuel handling?

2. Will the actual equipment hatch be the only means of closing the containment hatch
opening? Are there situations that will call for a different means of closing? Is there a
back-up means of closing containment if the primary method fails?

3. Has the purge exhaust system been operated with equipment hatch open in the past, and
what is the experience with this?

4. Could the following statement from page E1-4, paragraph 3, be more clearly discussed:
“The equipment hatch will be capable of being cleared of obstructions so that closure can
be achieved as soon as possible ... ” ? Of specific interest are the phrases “capable of
being cleared of obstruction” and “as soon as possible.”

Is there a need for allowing obstructions to the equipment hatch opening during movement
of fuel and core alterations? Are considerations being made to limit the need for
obstructions during this period?

What types of obstructions to the equipment hatch opening are anticipated? Will heavy
equipment be required to move anticipated obstructions?

5. What manner of training will the hatch closing crew receive? Who will direct closing the
hatch, and what manner of training will he or she receive?

6. What steps have been taken to ensure compliance with General Design Criterion 64
(Monitoring Radioactivity Releases)?

Enclosure



Vogtle Electric Generating Plant

cc:
Mr. J. A. Bailey
Manager, Licensing
Southern Nuclear Operating

Company, Inc.
P. O. Box 1295
Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Mr. J. Gasser
General Manager, Vogtle Electric

Generating Plant
Southern Nuclear Operating

Company, Inc.
P. O. Box 1600
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Office of Planning and Budget
Room 615B
270 Washington Street, SW.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Mr. J. D. Woodard
Executive Vice President
Southern Nuclear Operating

Company, Inc.
P. O. Box 1295
Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Steven M. Jackson
Senior Engineer - Power Supply
Municipal Electric Authority

of Georgia
1470 Riveredge Parkway, NW.
Atlanta, Georgia 30328-4684

Harold Reheis, Director
Department of Natural Resources
205 Butler Street, SE. Suite 1252
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Attorney General
Law Department
132 Judicial Building
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Mr. J. D. Sharpe
Resident Manager
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Alvin W. Vogtle Nuclear Plant
P. O. Box 1600
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Charles A. Patrizia, Esquire
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
10th Floor
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20004-9500

Arthur H. Domby, Esquire
Troutman Sanders
NationsBank Plaza
600 Peachtree Street, NE.
Suite 5200
Atlanta, Georgia 30308-2216

Resident Inspector
Vogtle Plant
8805 River Road
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Office of the County Commissioner
Burke County Commission
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830


