
O3 PSE&G
Public Service Electric and Gas Company P.O. Box 236 Hancocks Bridge, New Jersey 08038-0236

Nuclear Business Unit
JUN 1 4 2000

LRN-00-0233

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION
DOCKET NO. 50-354
UNIT NO. 1
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NO. 00-008-00

Dear Sir:

This Licensee Event Report entitled, "Unplanned High Pressure Coolant Injection

System Isolation During System Warm-up," is being submitted pursuant to the

requirements of 1 OCFR50.73(a)(2)(iv).

Sincerely,

Mark Bezilla
Vice President -
Operations
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Unplanned High Pressure Coolant Injection System Isolation During System Warm-up
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Jim Priest, Licensing Engineer 856-339-5434
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On May 22, 2000, Hope Creek was in Operational Condition 2, Startup,
following its ninth refueling outage (RFO9). With reactor power at
approximately 4 percent and reactor coolant system pressure at about 200
psig, operators had initiated warming of the High Pressure Cooling Injection
(HPCI) steam line to place it in a standby alignment. At 2338 hours, when
the bypass valve was throttled open, an isolation signal was unexpectedly
received from the HPCI high steam flow logic channel and the bypass valve
appropriately closed. The apparent cause of the HPCI isolation was spurious
steam line pressure perturbations resulting from a steam/condensate interface
in the HPCI steam line during the warm-up due to personnel error. In
accordance with procedures, operators determined that an actual steam line
break had not occurred and reset the HPCI system isolation signal. Operators
then successfully completed the warm-up of the HPCI steam lines. The
Corrective Action Program will continue to be used to evaluate personnel
performance related to the event to determine appropriate corrective actions.
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PLANT AND SYSTEM IDENTIFICATION

General Electric - Boiling Water Reactor (BWR/4)
High Pressure Coolant Injection System (HPCI), Isolation Valve - EIIS
Identifier {BJ/ISV}*

* Energy Industry Identification System (EIIS) codes and component
function identifier codes appear as {SS/CC}

IDENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE

Event Date: May 22, 2000
Discovery Date: May 22, 2000

CONDITIONS PRIOR TO OCCURRENCE

The plant was in OPERATIONAL CONDITION 2 (STARTUP). No structures,
systems, or components were inoperable at the time of the occurrence that
contributed to the event.

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE

On May 22, 2000, Hope Creek was in Operational Condition 2, Startup,
following its ninth refueling outage (RFO9). With reactor power at
approximately 4 percent and reactor coolant system pressure at about 200
psig, licensed operators had initiated warming of the High Pressure Coolant
Injection (HPCI) steam line to place it in a standby alignment. Prior to
this evolution, the HPCI steam line was isolated from the reactor by three
containment isolation valves (an inboard valve, an outboard valve, and a
bypass valve in a line around the inboard isolation valve used during steam
line warm-ups). As part of the steam line warm-up procedure, the outboard
isolation valve was fully opened and the inboard bypass valve was throttled
to slowly heat up and pressurize the HPCI steam line (once the steam line
is pressurized, the inboard isolation valve is then opened). At 2338
hours, when the bypass valve was throttled open, an isolation signal was
unexpectedly received from the HPCI high steam flow logic channel and the
bypass valve appropriately closed.

In accordance with procedures, licensed operators determined that an actual
steam line break had not occurred and reset the HPCI system isolation
signal. Licensed operators then successfully completed the warm-up of the
HPCI steam lines. The HPCI steam line isolation due to the sensed high
HPCI steam line flow conditions is an Engineered Safety Feature (ESF)
actuation, which was reported to the NRC in accordance with the
requirements of 10CFR50.72(b)(2)(ii).
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APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE

The apparent cause of the HPCI isolation was spurious steam line pressure
perturbations resulting from a steam/condensate interface in the HPCI steam
line during the warm-up due to personnel error. Verifications of HPCI
steam line valve positions prior to the event identified that a manual
maintenance isolation valve in the bypass line, which would normally be
open prior to HPCI steam line warming, was closed. This valve
configuration may have caused excessive condensation to remain in the
bypass line, resulting in the aforementioned pressure perturbations. The
perturbations sensed by the inboard isolation logic were sufficient to
cause a HPCI isolation signal.

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPLICATIONS

The HPCI Isolation Actuation Instrumentation is required to be operable
during Operational Conditions 1 through 3 (Power Operation through Hot
Shutdown). The components actuated by the HPCI inboard isolation signal
responded as designed. There was no impact to the public health and
safety. There were no actual safety consequences associated with this
condition.

PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES

LERs 96-010-00, 96-025-00, 97-031-00 and 99-010-00 documented occurrences in
which the RCIC system received an isolation signal when a RCIC steam line
warm-up was in progress due to sensed low steam line pressures. During this
period, the HPCI system did not experience any isolations during steam line
warm-ups.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

1. On May 23, 2000, after receipt of the HPCI isolation signal, licensed
operators determined that an actual steam line break had not occurred.
The isolation signal was then re-set and the warm-up of the HPCI steam
lines was successfully completed.

2. The Corrective Action Program will continue to be used to evaluate
personnel performance issues related to the event to determine
appropriate corrective actions.

COMMITMENTS

The corrective actions cited in this LER are voluntary enhancements and do
not constitute commitments.
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