June 26, 2000

Dr. Harvey Drucker, Associate Laboratory Director
Energy and Environmental

Science and Technology

Argonne National Laboratory

9700 South Cass Avenue

Argonne, IL 60439-4838

Dear Dr. Drucker:

I would like to express my appreciation for the efforts of your staff in preparing for and
conducting technical briefings and laboratory tours of your facilities for myself and NRC
Commissioner Merrifield on June 13 and 14, 2000. The technical briefings were well-prepared
and informative, and the laboratory tours provided us with a first-hand view of the unique
facilities your staff is using to address key technical issues in the regulation of nuclear power. |
was impressed with the technical depth of your staff, and particularly impressed with the
technical depth and knowledge of the NRC shown by Dr. William Shack in his presentations.
Dr. Shack’s overview of NRC Sponsored work at ANL showed careful attention to detail and
appropriate consideration of the audience. His responses to several questions from
Commissioner Merrifield were carefully considered and exhibited a thorough knowledge of both
the technical details and the needs of the NRC. Please pass along my appreciation to all of
your staff who participated in the briefings and laboratory tour.

Sincerely,
/RA/ by Thomas King Acting For/

Ashok C. Thadani, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

cc: Commissioner Merrifield
Y.l Chang, Laboratory Director, Argonne National Laboratory
R.B. Poeppel, Director, Energy Technology Division
A.J. Dvorak, Director, Environmental Assessment Division
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