June 23, 2000

Mr. Karl Jacobs, Chairman
Westinghouse Owners Group
123 Main Street

14" Floor

White Plains, NY 10601

SUBJECT: WITHDRAWAL OF TOPICAL REPORT WCAP-12476, "EVALUATION OF
LOCA DURING MODE 3 AND 4 OPERATION FOR WESTINGHOUSE NSSS,"
NON-PROPRIETARY (MUHP-1499) (TAC NO. M83321)

Dear Mr. Jacobs:

As agreed during the NRC-Westinghouse Owners Group (WOG) management meeting on
April 26, 2000, this letter provides clarification of the NRC staff’s position on the withdrawal of
the subject topical report, as stated in the staff’s letter dated December 28, 1999, to the WOG.
Specifically, NRC review of WCAP-12476, "Evaluation of LOCA During Mode 3 and Mode 4
For Westinghouse NSSS," is not necessary because implementation of the issues discussed
in the WCAP related to shutdown risk and shutdown operations, including loss of coolant in
Modes 3 and 4, are being addressed by licensees through voluntary programs. Itis the staff's
position, consistent with the direction provided by the Commission in Staff Requirements
Memorandum, "Staff Requirements - SECY-97-168 - Issuance for Public Comment of
Proposed Rulemaking Package for Shutdown and Fuel Storage Pool Operation," dated
December 11, 1997, that NRC oversight of licensee performance in the area of shutdown
operations will be through the oversight (inspection) process. Accordingly, any issues that
arise as a result of NRC oversight of shutdown operations will be addressed through the
means provided by the oversight process.

If you have any questions on this matter, please contact Mohammed Shuaibi at (301) 415-
2859 or Steve Bloom at (301) 415-1313.

Sincerely,

/IRA by Robert A. Gramm for/
Stuart A. Richards, Director
Project Directorate IV & Decommissioning
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Westinghouse Owners Group

cc:

Mr. H. A. Sepp, Manager

Regulatory and Licensing Engineering
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P.O. Box 355

Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

Mr. Andrew Drake, Project Manager
Westinghouse Owners Group
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Mail Stop ECE 5-16

P.O. Box 355

Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355
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