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Generic Issues, Environmental, Financial
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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JUNE 12, 2000 MEETING BETWEEN THE NUCLEAR
REGULATORY AGENCY AND THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE
REGARDING THE PUBLIC RADIATION SAFETY CORNERSTONE

On June 12, 2000, representatives of the nuclear industry and the Nuclear Energy Institute
(NEI) met with the staff of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) at NRC’s offices in
Rockville Maryland. Attachment 1 provides a list of the meeting attendees. Attachment 2 is an
NEI handout with comments on a section of the NRC Inspection Manual discussed during the
meeting.

After introductions, Steve Klementowicz, NRC, began the meeting by summarizing the status of
the public radiation safety cornerstone under the revised reactor oversight process (RROP).
The program appears to be working well with an expected amount of questions from inspectors
and licensees. Ralph Andersen, NEI, then made a proposal that, as licensees identify issues in
the RROP, they would inform NRC of the issue via telephone and the item would be discussed
at a public meeting. NEI suggested that meetings be held quarterly to discuss issues and other
considerations in the radiation protection area. NRC agreed that quarterly meetings seemed
appropriate and would work with NEI and industry on this.

Ralph Andersen then began a discussion on the appropriate significance level of findings
related to the transportation of radioactive material. The specific issue is for radioactive
material that was not classified correctly. The NRC inspection manual states that any
underclassified material that was shipped would be a WHITE finding. Mr. Andersen pointed out
that, in other Significance Determination Process (SDP) areas, WHITE findings typically have
an actual or potential increase in risk consequence, whereas in this transportation scenario,
where the radioactive material reached the burial site safely, there is no increased risk that
would warrant a WHITE finding. This SDP item is not consistent with the other SDP items. The
group then discussed whether there was a potential for emergency workers to be exposed to an
increased risk if the radioactive material was improperly classified. The group also discussed
the possibility for improper disposal. An additional factor involves public confidence; it is
important to ensure that licensees safely transport radioactive material over the public roads.
The SDP for this area must allow the NRC to maintain effective oversight of any findings. After
a thorough discussion, the staff found no increase in actual or potential consequence for Class
B radioactive material improperly classified as Class A that met NRC requirements for Class B,
but did find a potential for increased risk for underclassified Class C radioactive material
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because of the additional packaging requirements that must be done for proper disposal at the
burial site. The group discussed several options to modify the SDP and the Inspection Manual.
NEI agreed to prepare proposed wording for the NRC Inspection Manual and changes to the
SDP flow diagram. The NRC will review the proposed wording with Regional staff members
and the public in a future public meeting prior to incorporation into the Inspection Manual and
the SDP.

After some additional discussion on topics for future meetings, the meeting was adjourned.
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