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ASSISTANT MALORITY WHIP

Chairman Richard A. Meserve
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Chairman Meserve:

My purpose in writing is to draw your attention to some serious issues regarding the proposed re-
start of operations at Indian Point 2 nuclear power facility in Westchester County, New York.

The Indian Point 2 facility has been a point of deep concern for several months now, the impetus
for this being the rupture of a steam generator tube on the night of February 15 and the resultant
emergency alert declaration. A series of developments in the months following the incident have
served to further undermine public confidence in plant safety. Among them:

. A report released in March by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) Office of
Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) cited NRC staff mishandling of a 1997 inspection of
the plant’s steam generators. :

. A determination made by NRC officials in May that the operations at Indian Point 2
merited an “agency focus," the highest level of NRC scrutiny.

. The initiation of an investigation by the NRC Inspector General into NRC staff conduct
surrounding the February emergency alert.

. The failure of the plant’s operator, Consolidated Edison (ConEd), to fully disclose

information relating to reported inspections conducted by the Institute of Nuclear Power
Operations (INPO).

ConEd has recently proposed to re-start operations at the plant using the current, aging steam

generators, a proposal I find to be remarkable in its ostensible disregard of these serious and
unresolved concerns that have been raised.

1 write to request your assistance in seeing that this proposal be provided with the highest level of
scrutiny by your agency. Given these serious concerns, I am requesting that the Commissioners
of the NRC make the final determination on the proposal to restart the plant and fully consider all
factors surrounding the operations of the plant as outlined above. Itis my understanding that
currently, this determination is to be made by staff of the NRC’s Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation (NRR). :
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Mr. Chairman, I am urging you to use the full power of your office to ensure that the safety of
our community is not put in jeopardy. I hope that your agency will agree that the proposal to
restart operations at Indian Point 2 is not in the best interests of the community.

Your attention to this pressing matter is appreciated.

Sincerely.

Sue W. Kelly
Member of Congress



