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May 25, 2000 

Richard A. Meserve, Chairman 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington. DC 20555 

Dear Chairman Meserve: 

I am writing you regarding a pending rulemaking to 10 CFR 35. It is my understanding that the 
Commission has directed the staff to prepare a final rule regarding the minimum training for physicians 
utilizing 131 iodine for thyroid treatment such that these physicians would have less training thaen the 
physicians utilizing diagnostic quantities of radioactive material. Further, the Commission directed that 
the rule be issued a compatibility class "B." This is a significant change from the proposed rulemaking 
and deserves comment. It is unfortunate that the states are not being given due process and an 
opportunity to comment on this change.  

Even so, I am going to offer comments and hope they are considered by the Commission prior to actually 
adopting the regulations. First, in view of the misadministration data showing the large number of 
misadministrations involving 131 iodine for hypothyroidism, it is hard to understand the reasoning for 
reducing the training requirements for these users. If anything, the training should be increased. Second, 

the changing of the compatibility class to "B" is not consistent with the agreed to procedures of the 
Commission. The training of physicians has traditionally been a state decision, only lightly touched by 
the NRC. To now, claim it is a major interstate problem is clearly not supported by history or facts. In 
short, please reconsider the serious adverse implicaffons of the initial decision and reverse it.  

Thank you for you time. If you have any questions please contact me.

Sincerely 

Aubrey V. odwin 
Director
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