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CLUB Miami Group.

Post Office Box 43-0741 * South Miami, Florida 33243-0741

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Attn: Document Control Desk 
Washington, D.C. 20555

SJune 9, 2000

Re: Turkey Point Units 3 and 4 
Docket Nos. 50-250 and 50-251 
Homestead AFB Property Disposal 

Sierra Club, Miami Group would appreciate the opportunity to comment on 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission ("NRC") letter by.Richard P.' Correia, 
Chief, Section 2,.dated May 26',2000 to Mr. Douglas Heady, SAF/GCN, 
United States Air Force ("USAF")..  

Mr. Correia states: "Therefore, the NRC staff'is not in a' position, at this 
time, to assess the potential risk of the proposed spaceport to the Turkey 
Point Plant." Sierra Club,- Miami Group realizes very little is currently 
known about the proposed spaceport operations. iIowever, the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 ("NEPA") requires a detailed statement 
by the responsible official of any adverse environmental effects which 
cannot be avoided should the proposal be implemented. We believe this 
requirement has not been met. We feel the NRC cannot suspend its 
obligation tp provide a safety assessment of Turkey Point operations in 
close proximity to spaceport operations. If the information provided by 
the USAF on spaceport operations cannot be used to demonstrate safe 
operation of Turkey Point, then the assessment must be decisively 
negative.  

The Mission Statement of the NRC (see attachment) reads in part "...tO 
ensure adequate protection of the p'ublic health and safety..." If the, NRC 
cannot demonstrate adequate public health and safety concerning Turkey 
Point operations in relation to, the spaceport operations, then again, the, 
assessment must be decisively negative. This assessment will most likely 
be included in the, Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
("FSEIS") which will most likely be used by the decision makers-to convey 
or not convey portions of the former Homestead Air Force Base to the 
spaceport developers. We expect the decision on conveyance to be made 
shortly after the publication of the FSEIS. -The Mission Statement does not 

"Not blind opposition to progress, but opposition to blind progress.
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provide for a suspension of the NRC's obligations tp the health and safety 
of the public.  

The Sierra Club, Miami Group would also, appreciate theopportunity,tp 
comment on the,"Response to Request for Additional Information" by R.J.
Hovey, Vice President, Turkey Point Plant, dated May 1, 2000.  

Response 2 

The twin 400' chiinneys (413' above mean sea level) need to be factored 
into the calculation of the effective area since their presence may cause a 
crash of a wayward low flying aircraft that otherwise might have cleared 
all the other plant structures. The height of the twin chimneys (232' taller 
than the containment buildings) likely increases not decreases the 
probability of air crashes. The effective area needs to be recalculated.  

As' to the notion that the chimneys offer a form of protection for the 
nuclear site, it is not likely that. a B-767 weighing 450,000 lbs. or a 
MD-11 weighing 633,000 lbs. (see attaclh(ment) would be stopped by a 
chimney. It is far more realistic that, such a collision would create 
missiles in the form of chimney pieces that could impact the nuclear site 
in addition to the crashing aircraft. There is also a remote possibility that 
an aircraft could strike both chimneys bringing them both down. The mass 
and velocity of, chimney pieces as missiles needs to be factored into the 
calculations.  

"Response 3 

Omitted from the target building data table were Unit 1 smokestack, fire 
fighting equipment, all fuel tanks (including the tanks associated with 
fossil units 1 & 2), and the switchyard. The on-site crash frequency needs 
to be recalculated encompassing all .the safety related structures.  

Response 4
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Attached is a copy of a letter from Bernice U. Constantin, U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture to Lt. Col. Dunaway, dated March 4, 1996. The letter describes 
the seriousness of bird hazards, ,site specific to Homestead Air Force 
Base. A quantitative multiplier needs to be incorporated into the air crash 
probability calculations.  

Response 5 

Increasing the crash frequency of commercial carriers by a factor of .10 to 
account for 80 of operations connected with Latin America, the 
Caribbean, or other international locations disregards. the 56,771 
operations of general aviation. According to NUREG-0800, general aviation 
has a crash frequency 4.44 higher than commercial aviation. An 
assumption can be made that 80 % of the general aviation operations will 
have an international connection.  

Question 5 quotes a crash frequency of 0.5 major accidents per million 
departures for U.S. commercial carriers and 5.7 for Latin American 
carriers. Using a factor of 10 appears to significantly underestimatre the 
risk of a major ,air crash for Latin American carriers.  

Omitted from the hit frequency table were unit 1 smokestack, unit 2 
smokestack, fire fighting equipmepit, all fuel tanks (including the tanks 
associated with fossil units 1 & 2), and the switchyard.  

The hit frequency table data for CCDP and CCFP for spent fuel building 
units 3 and 4 appear to imply a catastrophic radiol'gical accident 
independent of the nuclear steam supply system, yet still able to cause 
core damage and containment failure. 'The radiological consequences of an 
aircraft impacting the spent fuel' buildings needs to be addressed along 
with core damage and containment failure. We are extremely corhcerned 
about a catastrophic failure of the spent fuel pools in relation to air 
crashes. We estimate that Turkey Point houses in excess of 300,000 spent 
fuel' rods. ' 

In conclusion, we hope this letter will help clarify our positions for the
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NRC staff. We apologize for its lateness. We urge the NRC to revisit the 
letter of Februkry'24, 2000 from the Sierra Club, Miami Group And request 
that the information is incorporated into the Safety Evaluation Report.  

Sincerely, 

Mark Oncavage 
Energy Chair
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Mission 

THE mission of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is to ensure adequate protection of the public health and safety, the common 
defense and security, and the environment in the use of nuclear materials in the United States. The NRC's scope of responsibility includes 
regulation of commercial nuclear power reactors; nonpower research, test, and training reactors; fuel cycle facilities; medical, academic, ajli 
industrial uses of nuclear materials; and the transport, storage, and disposal of nuclear materials and waste.  

Statutory Authority 
The NRC was created as an independent agency by the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974 , which abolished the Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) and moved the AEC's regulatory function to NRC. This act, along with the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amea+c(xJ 
provides the foundation for regulation of the nation's commercial nuclear power industry.  

NRC regulations are issued under the United States Code ofFederal Regtdations (CFR) Title 10, Chapter 1. Principal statutory authorities that 
govern NRC's work are-

"* Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended 
"* Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, as amended 
* Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1978, as amended 
* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 
* Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act of 1980 
* West Valley Demonstration Project Act of 1980 
* Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 
* Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1985 
* Diplomatic Security and Anti-Terrorism Act of 1986 
* Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987 
* Solar, Wind, Waste and Geothermal Power Production Incentives Act of 1990 
* Energy Policy Act of 19922 

The NRC and its licensees share a common responsibility to protect the public health and safety. Federal regulations and the NRC regulatory 
program are important elements in the protection of the public. NRC licensees, however, have the primary responsibility for the safe use 0.  
nuclear materials.  

Licensing and Regulatory Responsibilities 
The NRC fulfills its responsibilities through a system of licensing and regulatory activiies that include-

"* Licensing the construction and operation of nuclear reactors and other nuclear facilities, such as nuclear fuel cycle facilities and , 
test and research reactors, and overseeing their decommissioning 

"* Licensing the possession, use, processing, handting, and expcaW of nuclear material

* Licensing the siting, design, construction, operation, and closure of low4evel radioactive waste disposal sites under NRC jurisdiction 
and the construction, operation, and closure of the geologic repository for hight-evef radioactive waste
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Passengers 
Typical 3-class configuration 
Typical 2-class configuration 
Typical 1-class configuration 

Cargo 

Engines 
maximum thrust 

Maximum Fuel Capacity 

Maximum Takeoff Weight 

Maximum Range 

Typical Cruise Speed 
at 35,000 feet 

Basic Dimensions 
Wing Span 
Overall Length 
Tail Height 
Interior Cabin Vidth

245 
304 
up to 375 

4,580 cu ft (129.6 c m) 
Pratt & Whitney PW4000 
63,300 lb (28,713 kg) 
General Electric CF640C2 
62,100 Ib (28.169 kg) 
24,140 U.S. gal (91.380 1) 
450,000 lb (204,120 kg) 
6,480 statute miles (10,426 kin) 
Typical city pairs: London-Tokyo 
0.80 Mach 
530 mph (854 knt) 

170 It 4in (51.9 m) 
201 It 4in (61.4 m) 
55 It 4in (16.8 m) 
15 It 5 in (4.7 m)
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The McDonnell Douglas MD-11

Some Quick Stats 

Passenger Capacity: 295-410 

Length: 61.6m 

Wingspan: 51.7m 

Engines: P&W 4000's, GE CF6-8OC2D 

Maximum Take-off Weight: 602-633,000lbs.  
K 

Fuel Capacity: 148,000 litres 

Max. Range: 13,240km 

Cruise Speed: 882km/h 

Cargo Capacity: Passenger: 6,850 cubic ft. Freighter: 22,000 cubic ft.  
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