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�oI UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

June 9, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO: Chairman Meserve
Commissioner Dicus
Commissioner Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield

FROM: Dennis K. Rathbun, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

SUBJECT: HOUSE COMMERCE HEARING, "THE FUTURE OF
NUCLEAR AND COAL POWER," 6/8/00

The House Commerce Committee's Subcommittee on Energy and Power held the second in a
series of hearings on the nation's energy policy; the first hearing focused on oil and gas.
Chairman Barton (R-TX) referenced pressures to reduce reliance on both nuclear and coal.
For nuclear, he noted the Government's failure to fulfill its obligation on nuclear waste and
called for a rethinking of the need for nuclear in order to reduce greenhouse gases. He added'
that the lack of action on nuclear waste affected public confidence in nuclear energy, and
stressed that the delay was not due to a lack of technical knowledge but rather due to a lack o
political will. Rep. Norwood (R-GA) added that he was a supporter of nuclear power and urgec
a renewed focus on addressing storage of nuclear waste. Reps. Whitfield (R-KY) and Sawyer
(D-OH) both expressed concern about the future of USEC and of the domestic uranium mining
industry.

Mr. Magwood from DOE testified that the nation does have a diverse energy supply, and he
was optimistic about the future for nuclear power. He said that new designs for plants are more
economical and efficient, and he noted the purchase of nuclear plants due to industry
consolidation as an indication of willingness to invest in nuclear. He added that the
"overwhelming majority" of plants can be expected to apply for and receive license renewals.
NRC was complimented for having "done its part to become an effective regulatory agency,"
with license renewal and one-step licensing referenced. The decline in the number of nuclear
engineering students is a cause for concern, but Mr. Magwood detailed DOE's university and
reactor assistance program, which has shown some signs of reversing this trend.

Mr. McNeil from PECO Energy made many points: 1) consolidation in the industry will
contribute to safe operation as will a stable and predictable regulatory environment, 2)
duplicative EPA regulations should be eliminated, 3) Federal policy towards nuclear power has
been neglectful and should be revamped to reflect that nuclear is the 2nd leading source of
electric generation, 4) commitments to build the repository must be met, and 5) a public
education program should emphasize that nuclear poses a small risk compared with other
energy sources. He urged Congress to eliminate the requirement for NRC's antitrust review for
license transfers and to examine IRS treatment of decommissioning costs. He also
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PANEL I
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Mr. Corbin A. McNeill, Jr.
Chairman, President, and CEO
PECO Energy Generation
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Philadelphia, PA 19101

Mr. James Graham
President and CEO
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Vtie President, Environment
Plison Electric Institute
/10 I Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Stite 400
WishitIgton, D.C. 20004
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Washington, D.C. 20006
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President and CEO
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Director of Strategic Technology Alliances
Electric Power Research Institute
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