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P.O. Box 162 
AW Wycombe, PA., 18980 ADjII.- ..  

May 23, 2000 

Director 
Nuclear Regulatory Conmission 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland, 20852 

Dear Sir: 

It is with amazement and dismay that I read the enclosed article 
about the use of recycled radioactively contaminated scrap metal 
in car parts, cookware, medical devices, and toys. I have already 
written to my Congressman and General Motors about this matter, and 
now I am writing to you to ask for an explanation of what is 
happening, why this has happened, and what potential and/or actual 
dangers such a practice poses for consumers. I am awaiting your 
response. Thank you.  

Yours truly, 

Dr. Katherine Rankin Bartholomew
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and fossil-fuel electricity 
providers who might be 
looking to stretch the truth 
as they compete with alter
native energy companies 
in the newly competitive 
electricity market.  

Russia's dirty 
little secrets

subject in their new report, 
New Perspectives on Russia's 
Ten Secret Cities. The re
port includes never-before 
released U.S. government 
spy satellite imagery of 
these fortified installations.  
"What transpires in these 
cities constitutes a global 
security concem of the first 
magni&tt ,-says Norris.

4

in car parts but also in 
cookware, medical de
vices, and even children's 
toys.

Meanwhile, the Nu
clear Regulatory Commis
sion (NRC) is trying to 
establish standards that 
would set allowable radia
tion levels for recycled ra
dioactive waste. Given the 
toxicity of even low-level 
radiation and the difficul
ties inherent in measuring 
radioactivity in these ma
terials, NRDC and other 
groups are urging the 
NRC to reconsider setting 
standards due to the seri
ous risk to public health.  

Contact the NRC and 
express your opinion: 
Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission, 11555 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, MD 
20852; phone: 800-368
"5642; fax: 301-415-1672; 
e-mail: opa@nrc.gov.

War games

Hjighly enriched uran /Ketyc||iig um, anyone? 
Encircled by dou rdateon 

fences and guarded 
military troops, Russia's ack-and-pinio eerten "secret cities" are mas- 9)g, trupholstery 

sive Soviet-era nuclear ... and radioactive waste? 
"weapons installations that Not what you would order 
still employ and house tens up in your new car, but 
of thousands of people. that may well be what you 
Shrouded in secrecy, these are getting.  
closed cities are responsi- Astonishingly, the De
ble for the security of hun- partment of Energy (DOE) 
dreds of tons of highly is subsidizing the recycling 
enriched uranium and of thousands of tons of ra
plutonium and pose a seri- dioactively contaminated 
ous threat to public health scrap metal from a former 
and the environment, nuclear weapons plant in 

NRDC scientists Tom Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  
Cochran and Robert S. Since October 1998, DOE 
Norris, along with co- has been paying BNFL to 
author Oleg Bukharin, recycle and sell radioactive 
throw new light' on the scrap metal for use not just 
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Celebrate National TV-Turnoff Week from April 24-30. Recon
nect with your family and community, exercise, read, and take 
part in many of the fun and educational activities that televi
sion too often forces out. For information, call TV-Free America 
at 800-939-6737 or visit www.ivfa.orp.

NBC Nightly News, 
as well as in Time. "We are 
eight years beyond the 
Cold War, and the United 
States and Russia still de
ploy more than 13,000 nu
clear weapons combined," 
notes McKinzie.

Breaking the 
silence

D uring the Cold War, the United States de
ployed thousands of nu
clear weapons around the 
world, according to an arti
cle co-authored by NRDC 
policy analyst Robert S.  
Norris. The November/ 
December cover story in 
the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, "Where They 
Were," reveals, for the first 
time, the locations of U.S.  
nuclear weapons based 
abroad from 1945 to 1977.  

Norris, along with au
thors William M. Arkin and 
William Burr, used docu
ments obtained under the 
Freedom of Information 
Act to delve into one of the 
government's most closely 
guarded secrets. The article's 
revelations created a stir in 
newspapers around the 
world. "This document 
pierces only part of the 
heavy veil of nuclear secre
cy," the article concludes. "It 
may take decades before the 
full story of U.S. nuclear de
ployments is told." #

The Amicus Journal

H orrifying as the question is, it is useful to 
know the answer: What if 
we found ourselves in the 
midst of nuclear war? Last 
year, NRDC wrote a new 
nuclear conflict simula
tion software that allows 
one to peek into a nuclear 
future with gruesome ac
curacy. Assisting Wall 
Street Journal reporter 
Carla Robbins on an arti
cle about the U.S. Trident 
Treaty, NRDC scientist 
Matthew McKinzie was 
able to determine that an 
attack from a single Tri
dent II submarine on a 
missile field near Moscow 
would leave 850,000 peo
ple dead from blast, fire, 
and radiation. Other data 
from NRDC's program 
have appeared on the

.1 

I,

)rg 

V -7_

Ail3

[

SPRING 2000

INSIDE NRDC


