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May 30,2000 

The Honorable Richnrd A. Meserve 
Cihair-man 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
()ne White Flint North 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rookville, Mmiyland 20852-2738 

Dear Chairman Mescrve.  

I am writing with rcgard to The Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) efforts to 
add LcSS the rindings and conclusions in the General Accounting Office (GAO) January, 2000 

NRC star"survey of lhc proposed Risk-Informed and Performance-Based Regulation. My 

di,,rict in Southern New Jersey houses three nuclear 'facilities; Salem 1, Salem 2 and Hope 

Creck. J nm committed to maintaining my constituents' saetry, and am deeply interested in 

proposed safety regulations and policies issued by the NRC.  

As you mi]igt agree, in times of broad-based organizational change, cooperation among 

iminagement rad starf is crucial to the effective implementation of a new system. After carefully 

reviewing 1he GAO sirrvey ofNRC staff, I have found that the NRC has an opportunity to 

alleviate slaff skepticismn to the new system as a stratcgy to i-plement the Risk-Informed 

regulation is diveloped. Due to the broad-based significallce of the new regulation, the 

Commission must aggressively address the GAO's findings and concerns voiced by NRC staff.  

Reccnt testihony givern by both you and your collcagucs suggest that the Commission is 

taking stleps to comimunicato with stafft regarding the Risk-Itnformed Regulatory Initiative. You 

have cited intensive discussions regarding concerns expressed by the staff, current steps to 

address these concerns and training underway by the NRC to cnsure proper implcmentation of 

the new system. I commend your efforts in this regard and encourage you to take this ihnportant 

fcedback into consideration as the new regulation is developed.  

Cia 
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I respectffilly request you provide mc with a detailed update on actions taken to remedy 

the conceTns oullincd by NRC staff in the )AO survey. I also respectfully request you cite if a 

benchmark for evalimling the new system has been establishcd. As you would agree, prompL 

atnlntion to the findings in the GAO survey is of the utmost importance in cnsuring continued 

ilnprovcment o ftbe Risk-lnformed Approach.  

I look forward to your response.  

Sincerely, 

"Frank A. LoBnrndo Member of Congress


