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May 30, 2000

‘1'he Honorable Richard A, Mescrve

Chairman

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Onc White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Dear Chainman Mescrve:

[ am writing with regard to the Nuclear Repgulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) cfforts to
address the findings and conclusions in the General Accounting Office (GAO) January, 2000
NRC stafll sucvey of the proposed Risk-Informed and Performance-Based Regulation. My
dislrict in Southcm New Jersey houses threc nuclear facilities; Salem 1, Salem 2 and Hope
Creck. 1 am committed to maintaining my constituents’ safety, and am deeply interested in
proposed safety regulations and policies issued by the NRC.

As you might agree, in times of broad-based organizational change, cooperation among
roanagement and stalf is crucial to the cffective implementation of 2 new system. Alter carcfully
reviewing the GAO survey of NRC staff, 1 have found that the NRC has an opportunity to
alleviate staflf skepticism to the new system as a strategy to iimplement the Risk-Informed
regulation is developed. Duc 1o the broad-based significance of the new rcgulation, the
Commission must aggressively address the GAO’s findings and concerns voiced by NRC stall.

Recent testimony given by both you and your collcagues suggest that the Commission is
taking steps 1o commuhicate with staff regarding the Risk-Informed Regulatory Initiative. You
have cited inteasive discussions regarding concerns expressed by the staff, current steps 1o
address these concerns and training underway by the NRC to cnsure proper implementation of
{he new systom. T commend your efforts in this regard and cncourage you to take this important
feedback inte consideration as the new regulation is developed.
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I respectfully request you provide me with a detailed update on actions taken to reracdy
the concerns outlined by NRC staff in the GAQ survey. 1also respectfully roquest you cite if a
benchmark for evaluating the new system has been cstablished. As you would agrce, prompl
allention to the findings in the GAO survey js of the utmost importance in ensuring continued
improvement of the Risk-Informed Approach.

1 look forward 1o your responsec.
Sincerely, .

200 Lol

Frank A. LoBiondo
Member of Congress




