-1- April 28, 2000
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-I-00-011

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by Region I staff in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania on this date.

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification
Office Of Emergency Preparedness Notification of Unusual Event
Office Of Emergency Preparedness Alert

Public Health Service ) Site Area Emergency

12300 Twinbrook Parkway General Emergency
Rockville,Maryland X Not Applicable

Dockets: 99990001 License No: General (31.5)
Subject: LOSS OF TWO CHEMICAL AGENT MONITORS CONTAINING NICKEL-63 SQURCES

On April 26, 2000, a representative of the Public Health Service Office
of Emergency Preparedness, a general licensee in Rockville, Maryland,
reported the loss of two chemical agent monitors (CAMs), each containing
one 15-millicurie nickel-63 source. The CAMs are Model 2428800 {(Hand
Held CW Detector), manufactured and distributed by Environmental
Technology Group (ETG) of Baltimore, Maryland, and are used pursuant to
the general license of 10 CFR 31.5 or the equivalent regulations of an
Agreement State. The CAMs were sent by Federal Express from
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, by an Agent of ‘the Office of Emergency
Preparedness on March 29, 2000, to ETG for maintenance. On April 6,
2000, the general licensee learned that the devices were never received
by ETG, and they requested assistance from Federal Express in searching
for the devices. As of April 27, 2000, Federal Express has not located
the devices in their facilities. These Ni-63 plated sources are low
energy beta-emitters that are contained in generally-licensed devices and
pose minimal risk to the general public.

This information is current as of April 28, 2000.
The States of Maryland and North Carolina have been informed of the

event. Region I is prepared to respond to inguiries by the media.

Contact: Pamela Hendefson Judith A. Joustra
' (610)337-6952 (610)337-5355



