
May 13, 2000

Jay E. Silberg, Esquire
Shaw Pittmann
2300 N Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Mr. Silberg:

Thank you for the copy of the recent court order in Maine Yankee Atomic Power
Company v. Bonsey. Although the Commission has not participated in this litigation, it has
followed the matter with interest. A copy of the order was provided to each of the
Commissioner’s offices in order to keep them apprised of progress in the case. The
Commission continues to consider this federal preemption question of the NRC’s regulatory
authority to be worthy of watchful attention, however, for the time being, at least, there does not
appear to be a serious threat to that authority.

Please keep me advised in the event the state process advances inconsistently with the
court order, or if it otherwise constitutes a threat to the proper exercise of federal authority in
this case, so I may inform the Commission directly. I appreciate your keeping me abreast of
developments in this litigation.
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Sincerely,
/c/
Catherine M. Holzle
Senior Attorney

cc: Mary Ann Lynch
Vice President,
Law and Government Affairs
Maine Yankee

bcc: J. Cordes
K. Cyr


