
April 26, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO: William H. Bateman, Chief
Materials and Chemical Engineering Branch
Division of Engineering

THRU: Edmund J. Sullivan, Chief /ra/
NDE & Metallurgy Section
Materials and Chemical Engineering Branch
Division of Engineering

FROM: James W. Andersen, Project Manager /ra/
NDE & Metallurgy Section
Materials and Chemical Engineering Branch
Division of Engineering

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF TWO MARCH 17, 2000, MEETINGS WITH
NEI/EPRI/INDUSTRY TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATED TO THE
STEAM GENERATOR GENERIC LICENSING CHANGE PACKAGE

On March 17, 2000, the NRC staff met with representatives of Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI),
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), and industry (industry) to discuss issues related to
the steam generator generic licensing change package. The staff held two public meetings with
the industry, the first at 10:00am with the Steam Generator Task Force, and the second at
1:00pm with the Steam Generator Industry Working Group. Meeting attendees are identified in
Attachments 1 and 2. The agenda and slides presented during the meetings are provided as
Attachments 3 and 4. The industry comments regarding the staff’s generic safety evaluation on
TIG-welded sleeves are provided in Attachment 5.

Both meetings followed the same agenda and the key points are discussed below. During the
10:00am meeting, the staff and industry also discussed the industry’s comments regarding the
staff’s generic safety evaluation on TIG-welded sleeves. The summary of this discussion is
included at the end of this meeting summary.

1. Steam Generator Generic License Change Package

Industry management discussed its commitment to the implementation of the new
steam generator regulatory framework. Industry stated that all 69 pressurized water
reactor (PWR) licensees have agreed to implement the generic license change package
as proposed. The industry stated that the timing of the individual plant technical
specification change requests would depend on the individual plant schedules, but that
most of the requests should be received by the NRC within a year of the NRC’s
endorsement of NEI 97-06 and the associated regulatory framework.
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The NRC staff discussed the current status of its review of the generic licensing change
package. The staff explained that its review is not as far along as it had planned due to
the resource impact of the Indian Point 2 event. The staff stated that it was reassessing
its review schedule for the generic licensing change package, but that it expected to
start the review in the next few weeks.

The staff outlined its proposed review process and explained that a Commission Paper
is being written to inform the Commission of the process as well. The review process
includes a public comment period on the draft safety evaluation and briefing the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards; with the end result being the issuance of a
Regulatory Issue Summary (with safety evaluation attached). Industry noted that it
requested approval of the generic licensing change package by July 2000, but the staff
stated that it was unlikely to meet that date, especially in light of the delay in starting the
review. The staff stated that early fall was more likely.

The staff discussed its proposed process for reviewing the individual technical
specification change requests. The process would utilize the individual plant project
manager, who would write the safety evaluation based on the generic guidance and
route the final approval package through the Division of Engineering.

2. Steam Generator Support

The industry then discussed steam generator support programs. These include the
EPRI Steam Generator Support Program, INPO Steam Generator Program reviews, self
assessments, and a Steam Generator Review Board for interpreting the steam
generator program guidelines.

3. Industry Events and Trends

The industry discussed different industry events and the process the industry uses to
review the event, assist individual licensees, and evaluate potential changes needed to
the program guidelines. The industry noted the improving trends in steam generator
forced outage rates over the last 25 years and discussed the efforts the industry has in
place to maintain steam generator tube integrity.

4. Generic Safety Evaluation Regarding TIG-Welded Sleeves

During the 10:00am meeting, the staff and industry discussed the staff’s generic safety
evaluation regarding TIG-welded sleeves. The industry presented several issues it had
with the safety evaluation and the staff and industry explored possible ways to amend
the safety evaluation. The staff stated that it would discuss possible options internally
and then inform the industry of its decisions.
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The next meeting was tentatively scheduled to be held after the staff completes its draft safety
evaluation for the steam generator generic licensing change package and the industry has time
to review it (the draft safety evaluation will be released for a 30-day public comment period).

Attachments: As stated
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STEAM GENERATOR GENERIC LICENSING CHANGE PACKAGE MEETING
MARCH 17, 2000

10:00AM

LIST OF ATTENDEES

NAME ORGANIZATION

1. Jim Andersen NRC/NRR/DE/EMCB
2. Michael Short Southern California Edison
3. Jim Riley NEI
4. David Goetcheus TVA
5. Rick Mullins Southern Nuclear
6. Kevin Sweeney APS
7. Emmett Murphy NRC/NRR/DE/EMCB
8. Bill Bateman NRC/NRR/DE/EMCB
9. Deann Raleigh SERCH, Bechtel Power
10. Bob Tjader NRR/DRIP/RTSB
11. Dan Mayes Duke Power
12. Mati Merilo EPRI
13. Helen Cothron TVA
14. Gary Elder Westinghouse
15. Phil Rush MPR
16. Joe Muscara NRC/RES
17. Ben Mays TXU Electric
18. David Steininger EPRI
19. Richard Pearson Northern States Power
20. Donald Streinz ABB CENP

ATTACHMENT 1



STEAM GENERATOR GENERIC LICENSING CHANGE PACKAGE
SENIOR MANAGEMENT MEETING

MARCH 17, 2000
1:00PM

LIST OF ATTENDEES

NAME ORGANIZATION

1. Jim Andersen NRC/NRR/DE/EMCB
2. Michael Short Southern California Edison
3. Jim Riley NEI
4. David Goetcheus TVA
5. Rick Mullins Southern Nuclear
6. Kevin Sweeney APS
7. Emmett Murphy NRC/NRR/DE/EMCB
8. Bill Bateman NRC/NRR/DE/EMCB
9. Deann Raleigh SERCH, Bechtel Power
10. Steve Long NRC/NRR/DSSA/SPSB
11. Dan Mayes Duke Power
12. Jack Strosnider NRC/NRR/DE
13. Helen Cothron TVA
14. Gary Elder Westinghouse
15. Jack Woodard Southern Nuclear
16. Brian Sheron NRC/NRR/ADPT
17. Larry Womack PG&E
18. David Steininger EPRI
19. Richard Pearson Northern States Power
20. Donald Streinz ABB CENP
21. Bob Jasinski NRC/OPA

ATTACHMENT 2
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