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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
ATTN: Document Control Desk 
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: River Bend Station 
Docket No. 50-458 
License No. NPF-47 
Request to Conduct Flow Only Uprate via Phased Implementation of 
License Amendment Request (LAR) 99-15, Changes to Technical 
Specifications for Power Uprate of River Bend Station

File No.: G9.5, G9.4.2

Reference: 1) Entergy Operations, Inc. (EOI) Letter to NRC, RBG-45077, dated July 
30, 1999 (LAR 99-15) 

2) U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission letter to EOI dated February 25, 
2000 (Meeting Minutes of February 10, 2000 Meeting) 

3) NEDC-32778P Safety Analysis Report for River Bend 5% Power 
Uprate

RBF 1-00-0l110 
RBG-45337 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

In the reference (1) letter, EOI requested a license amendment to NPF-47 and Appendix A 
Technical Specifications, of the River Bend Station (RBS). The request extends operation of 
RBS from its current licensed power level of 2894 megawatts thermal (MWt) by five percent 
to an uprated power level 3039 MWt. The proposed changes were developed using generic 
guidelines for boiling water reactors (BWR) power uprates described in General Electric 
(GE) reports.  

During previous communication with your staff, including Reference 1 and 2, EOI has 
discussed performing a phased implementation of the requested License Amendment. The 
phased implementation would allow River Bend Station to increase licensed thermal power
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to 3039 MWt by increasing steam and feedwater flow (Flow Only Uprate). The following 
enclosures support our plans to implement the 5% Power Uprate at RBS in two phases; a 
Flow Only Uprate to be implemented on line and a reactor pressure increase phase to be 
completed during a future refueling outage.  

In this review of the original submittal EOI identified the need for two temporary changes to 
allow implementation on-line. These changes are discussed in Enclosure 2. As discussed in 
the GE report, Enclosure 5, the implementation of the flow-only phase supports the 
conclusions of the original submittal. Therefore, the original No Significant Hazards 
Consideration evaluation provided in the initial submittal remains valid for the permanent 
changes to the License and Technical Specifications. A No Significant Hazards 
Consideration evaluation is provided for the two temporary changes needed to implement the 
flow-only phase while on-line.  

Enclosure I is an oath and affirmation executed in accordance with 10 CFR 50.30(b).  
Enclosure 2 is a detailed description of those specific proposed technical specifications 
(Submitted as LAR 99-15) that must be implemented to allow a Flow Only Uprate at River 
Bend Station. The enclosure provides details that support an immediate implementation of 
those Technical Specification changes required for the Flow Only Uprate while deferring the 
remaining changes until the modifications necessary for reactor pressure increase are 
completed.  

Enclosure 3 is the proposed License Condition and Technical Specifications needed to 
support implementation of Flow Only Uprate. Enclosure 4 identifies commitments 
supporting the implementation of Flow Only Uprate.  

An affidavit executed by General Electric supporting a request for proprietary treatment of 
portions of the submitted information in accordance with 10 CFR 2.790(b)(1) is provided 
with Enclosure 5 which also provides the detailed comparison of the original RBS 5% Power 
Uprate SAR (Reference 3) to those plant conditions that will exist with a Flow Only 5% 
Power Uprate. The portions of the report that are proprietary should be withheld from public 
disclosure in accordance with 10 CFR 2.790(a)(4).  

No new modifications are required to support the phased implementation of Power Uprate.  
We intend to implement those changes necessary to support the flow only portion of uprate 
soon after the NRC completes its review and approves LAR 99-15. All changes requested in 
Reference 3 will be effective after River Bend makes the necessary plant modifications to 
support the pressure increase phase of Power Uprate.
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If you have further questions, contact Mr. Barry M Burmeister of my staff at 225-381-4148.  

Sincerely, 

Randall K. Edington 

RIK/bmb 
enclosures 

cc: U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region IV 
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 
Arlington, TX 76011 

NRC Senior Resident Inspector 
P. 0. Box 1050 
St. Francisville, LA 70775 

Mr. David Jaffie 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
M/S OWFN 04D03 
Washington, DC 20555 

Mr. Prosanta Chowdhury 
Program Manager - Surveillance Division 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Radiological Emergency Planning & Response 
P. 0. Box 82215 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2215



Reference: Request to Conduct Flow Only Uprate via Phased Implementation of License 
Amendment Request (LAR) 99-15, Changes to Technical Specifications for 
Power Uprate of River Bend Station, dated May 9. 2000 (RBG-45337) 

The Referenced cover letter was issued with and editorial error on the second page. The 
first line of the page was missing from the printing. The enclosed is a complete 
replacement for the cover letter.  

For Further information contact B. M. Burmeister at (225) 381-4148


