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From: "Judy Hogan" <judyhogan@mindspring.com> 
To: "John Edwards" <senator@ edwards.senate.gov> 
Date: Wed, May 10, 2000 10:00 AM 
Subject: Your vote to override the veto on Senate bill 1287 '00 •15" ' 5 A 4 

PO Box 253 
Moncure, N.C. 27559-0253 
919-545-9932 
May 10, 2000 

Senator John Edwards 
U.S. Senate 5 200P 
Washington, D.C.  

Dear Senator Edwards: 

On May 1st I called your office to urge you to continue voting against 
Senate bill 1287, and to sustain the President's veto. This bill is a very 
bad nuclear waste bill, which would rush the launch of tens of thousands of 
shipments of deadly high-level atomic waste through 43 states, past the 
homes of 50 million Americans, all to an uncertain future at an unsuitable, 
leaky, earthquake-prone dumpsite on sacred Western Shoshone Indian land at 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada.  

We do appreciate your support for full evidentiary hearings on CP & L's 
request to the NRC to be allowed to double its storage of hot nuclear waste 
in the heart of the Triangle area. You say the two things are not 
connected, and that's true. Neither one is a good solution to safe storage 
of all this accumulating waste, which is far more dangerous after it leaves 
the reactor than before it goes into it.  

I'm disappointed that you let CP & L connect the two things. You say 
they promised "that the company would not need to use all four of its 
storage pools at Shearon Harris if the bill passed." You said, "The bottom 
line is, it's less waste stored in North Carolina and less nuclear waste 
shipped through North Carolina." 

I don't see how this can be true. How much can we rely on the promises 
of CP & L? They promised the public to answer all the questions we have 
been raising for a year and a half now, and they have not done so. Do you 
know how these shipments will flow? How many will go through North 
Carolina? But the opening of new storage pools at Shearon Harris means lots 
more waste transported through North Carolina from their plants in South 
Carolina and Wilmington. The train track that right now brings such 
shipments passes about a mile from my house, past many North Carolinians' 
homes.  

Obviously, this is a thorny issue. But there are some safer solutions 
proposed for what CP & L can do here: store the waste when it's five years 
old in dry casks at the generating reactors.  

I appreciate your desire to help North Carolina. But I think you need 
to reconsider your vote. I understand that yours is the deciding vote, and 
that this bill will come up again. That it lacked one more vote for 
passage. I will send this to my friends in other parts of the country.  
Maybe their senators will listen to them, too. I send a copy also to 
Senator Jesse Helms. Maybe he sees clearly on this issue.  

These spent fuel rods contain the quite lethal Cesium 129, and already 
Shearon Harris has too much of it stored in pools, far more than was at 
Chernobyl. I know you realize the dangers we are talking about. If I can 
help you think this through, feel free to call on me. I know you are trying
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to do your best for North Carolina and worked hard to get adequate flood 
relief funds last year.  

Please reconsider your vote when this bill comes up again.  
Sincerely, 

Judy Hogan 
cc: County Commissioners of Wake, Orange, Durham, and Chatham, Rep. David 
Price, Senator Jesse Helms, Sen Eleanor Kinnaird, Speaker Marc Basnight, 
Durham Herald-Sun, John Caves, CP & L, WILPF, Bill Holman, NC Dept of 
Environment and Natural Resources, Mike Easley, Attorney General, friends 

CC: "Yvonne Brannon Wake" <ybrannon@co.wake.nc.us>, "W...
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