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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Gentlemen:

Subject: Licensee Event Report No. 2000-008
Cooper Nuclear Station, NRC Docket 50-298, DPR-46

The subject Licensee Event Report is forwarded as an enclosure to this letter.

Sincerely,

McDonald
pant Manager

/rar
Enclosure

cc: Regional Administrator
USNRC - Region IV

Senior Project Manager
USNRC - NRR Project Directorate IV-1

Senior Resident Inspector
USNRC

NPG Distribution

INPO Records Center

W. Leech
MidAmerican Energy

Cooper Nuclear Station
P.O. Box 98/Brownville, NE 68321-0098

Telephone: (402) 825-3811 / Fax: (402) 825-5211
http://www.nppd.com
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Non-conservative Drywell Temperature Profile Places Plant in a Condition Outside of Design Basis
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On April 1, 2000, during a review of Equipment Qualification Data Packages, it was discovered that Buchanan
Model 0241 terminal blocks installed in primary containment had been qualified to a temperature which may
not bound the worst case environmental conditions.

Due to the increased scrutiny of Equipment Qualification (EQ) equipment inside of the drywell, a decision was
made to inspect a sample of EQ splices to determine that no obvious degradation or improper installation
existed. Based on this inspection several instances of improper installation of Okonite EQ splices were found.
This led to the concern that EQ testing may not have been sufficient to qualify Okonite splice configurations
found during the walkdown since the plant configurations were not sufficiently similar to the tested splices.
Additional issues affecting the EQ program have been identified during this investigation.

A team has been formed, and a schedule established to investigate and resolve the EQ issues.

Results of the EQ issue evaluation will be incorporated into a supplement to this report.
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PLANT STATUS

Cooper Nuclear Station (CNS) was in Mode 5 for Refueling Outage 19 at the time this condition was
discovered on April 1, 2000.

EVENT DESCRIPTION

On April 1, 2000, during a review of Equipment Qualification Data Packages, it was discovered that
Buchanan Model 0241 terminal blocks installed in primary containment had been qualified to a peak
temperature which may not bound the worst case environmental conditions. Although the terminal blocks
are qualified to a peak temperature above the current design basis accident conditions described in the
Updated Safety Analysis Report accident analysis, certain high energy line breaks inside containment may
result in temperatures which exceed the qualification temperature.

Due to the increased scrutiny of Equipment Qualification (EQ) equipment inside of the drywell, a decision
was made to inspect a sample of EQ splices to determine that no obvious degradation or improper
installation existed. Based on this inspection several instances of improper installation of Okonite EQ splices
were found. This led to the concern that EQ testing may not have been sufficient to qualify Okonite splice
configurations found during the walkdown since the plant configurations were not sufficiently similar to the
tested splices. Additional issues affecting the EQ program have been identified during this investigation.

A team has been formed, and a schedule established to investigate and resolve EQ issues.

Results of the EQ issue evaluation will be incorporated into a supplement to this report.

BASIS OF REPORT

The condition identified on April 1, 2000, is reportable under the requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B) in
that CNS was in a condition that was outside the design basis of the plant.

NRC FORM 366A (6-1998)



I ATTACHMENT 3 LIST OF NRC COMMITMENTS

Correspondence Number: NLS2000047

The following table identifies those actions committed to by the District in this document.
Any other actions discussed in the submittal represent intended or planned actions by the
District. They are described to the NRC for the NRC's information and are not regulatory
commitments. Please notify the NL&S Manager at Cooper Nuclear Station of any
questions regarding this document or any associated regulatory commitments.

COMMITTED DATE
COMMITMENT OR OUTAGE

CNS is conducting an investigation of EQ issues. Results of N/A
the EQ issue evaluation will be incorporated into a
supplement to this report.
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