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[Jam deellly a I 'lreciati € o] ] e recognition t'] at you Led llestol]ed on me today ]
"Jould li & to el Ilress my deel lest t ] anls to | e [] arfdrd [Joundation'] and its
distinguis_ | ed [l irector ] [18 1! llen Counter to t| e [l affard Society o_| [Ilac]
Scientists and [1ngineers_to [ is Janics in [] edicinel | [Ingineering anddlll ormational
Sciencesl and to [J omen in Science at L] arl lard Radcli_] [] €t is also a great [ leasure to
[Jartici Jate in a conl] erence dedicated to a [lutl Jose close to my [ earthamely! |
increasing t | e [artici lation o] [Jomen and minorities in sciencel] engineering{ | and
mat ] ematics'[]o see you | and to interact [litt] youl] is [articularly grati | yinenof | e
recent College [lund relJort [[I] as ] ington [ ostl] [J [T [TIL Hon t] e status ol

L[] ricanimericans in [ merican []igl ] er education[]'] at rellort | in addition to

rel ealing a [l uge gender ga | in college attendance and college graduation among

L[ ricanTimericans[] s'l olJs [ ol mucl] [J[] ricaréricans lag t] e mabtity in recei 't o]
[Jac] elostdegrees [ [ [J[)ite [ or ages [III[s LT [laclll/[h addition | t e ¢! oice
ol] studies [l or [1[] ricamhericans is notin t] e sciencesl L] t t] e graduate lelel | [lac’]
men tend to study education and [/lacl /[ Jomen tend to concentrate in [ Ju | lic
administration /[ ] nly t] ree [lercent o] t ] e reci lients ol] doctorates are [/lacand only
[JiellJercent o! unietsity L] aculties are [llad It goes L]it! out saying t_ | en t! atam [ery
[Nleased [Mas a [ ysicistt| an [J[] ricdmherican’] an [ITlalumna and [J [II] Ui e [Jrustee []
LtoJelJerellit] you tlis al] ternoon’ |



[et me interféct at ] is Lloint t ] at [I[] ile many ol] my comments [Jill reller to [IL! ricanl]
[Imericansl ] [Ielielé t]at t | ey & telel ance to ot ] er minority grou s as [l ell Tlest

t | ere L[| e any misunderstanding! | my interest is_] [l y no means'] in tancadiént only

oLl [J[] ricanimericans. rat ] et | itis in seeing t ] at alll t e []istorically disaghtaged
minorities in t | is society receie a truly el ual ¢! ance at educational | [lrol! essional | and
Clersonal [ ull] illment |

(s [l Counter [] as told youl] am an [] [T] graduatel] and [1[] enlTas at ] e [hstitutel ][]

CImust admit | [e [[lllstudents [ | ad a certain am | ialence a | out [] addrd and

Radcli ! [] étl[1as almost an article o] [Jaitt! [Jorus tJatlI[]ile[Je [Jere tooling allayl] day
and nigl |t ] intl]ela ! orintlelillraryl] t|ose goalicyly students u! t] e street ] ad

not | ing [ etter to do [Llit ] t ] eir time t ] an rol! [] oats’] t]rol] [Jrisl]eesl] and lollin t']e sun
on t]elJanslol] tle CL]arles]

[erl]als e eaggerated [ust a L] it ]

[ ctuallyt ! in our [l eart o) [ earts [Aelllt ] at L] arlard and Radclil] [l e L] ere madous
institutions_] and t] ose o] us [J[] o cared al] out sud | ¢ Imegs tl at t ] ey also [] ad

[ egun to talé Lery seriously t ] e need to encourage diérsity in t | eir student [| odiesl]
[l ose Lere t] e years'] [ camalllel] in [[Ticl] [] resident [Junting ol Radclil][]e [Jas
ma_ing a determined e[![! ort to increase t | e num_ | er o] L[] [ rioaerican a | licants_]
[h [hst silor sellen years' | t] e [lercentage o] [][] ricankricans in t] e Radcli /[ e
entering class [Jent [l rom a ] out one [lercent to almost ten Llercent t is also a matter
ol] record t]at[][]en it came to a Jarding doctorates to [ ][] ricamérican []omen’]
Radcli [V el] [ id ) conllerredlalon[lTallylesin (LT[ [lasll years a ] ead o} [IL]
[l e [] affard [loundationl ! [noll[] ol]es its dstence to [] arl ardls recognition | in t']e
era ol []resident [1olll t ] at inclusion ol | [leollle [ rom across t | e L[] ole sl lectrum ol ]
societyl] is t e[ Jat ] t Jat must[]ellollolled | [ ot] []or a greatywmd [] or society as
alll]ole]

[l e years t] at[Jas an undergraduate in Caml | ridge LI ]to LI Jere
tumultuousl] sometimes triuml ] ant ] and all too ol ten trdgardi led [] ere at ] e end
ol L[ at t]eJistory [l ee¢ount as t | e [Ireedom Summer | [l en t | e CillRigl! ts
(et o) I ecame 1al [ 1] undreds o | lolunteers ol | all races [ Jent to [] ississi I ']i to

[ ellJ LI rican mericansl] L[] o [l ad [J een disenl | rancl ] ised all t_esit ltdgister to ote
[Jor t]ellirst imNot all ol] t ] osedlunteers [Jent [] ome aliel ][] e sllring o J[IITT] ol
coursel] [las [l en t] e Retend [1 L[] artin [Jutt ] er [ ing{ W[1] []as assassinated[]
rememl | er[lell[] o[l d]atnells sl]otlle mem |ers ol t]elllll]ricanlimerican
community [[Iall nine or ten o us_] out ol a student [| odylo[ L TII[]e murder ol

RolJ ert LIl ennedy tool Il llace t'] e [Jee [graduated |




[]

Ln tl] ose years | as minority groul | meml | ers [ lursuing careers in t | e sciencesl |
engineering | and mat | ematics.] []e [lere acutely consciouswst [[Tol] []el] [Je []erel]
[Jomenl] o] coursel ! rellresented a still smaller [| racttominority o] a minority [l e
smallness o] our numl] ers [Jas in some reslJects a marlcl] allengel ['t ta_ks a certain
[critical massl![so to s'lea I] [ or mem(Jers o] a grouJtol[leel tlatt]eyl]lorma
community t ] at can [l e su [ Jortelol | one anot et | and in t | e early years | it[las easy to
"] eel isolated at times!l] oreolerl ] t ] e undrsities in t ! at era [l ere still in t | e [rocess ol
learning ti latt! 1] t eyl lanted to read | out to minority [lolulations’] aneltmam a

Cart ol] tl] eir institutions | ] eir o] ligations did not end [/l en t_! e accel Jtance letters
Lent into ] e mail']

[l ere [Jas anot | er side to t ] e coin’] [ cefid[lleing [I[[ 1 or [lant o] alletter termone

ol! tldlioneers |[]ad its [éry [lositi e as_Jects as []ell /lJor el am[lle] ent ol ][] to

college Llit ] a modest sc] olars_ i ][] rom t] e [l ermonenud [a ltist CL] urcl] in

[Jas]ingtonl ! [ ne ] t]at t]e men and [Jomen and dlildren ol] t]at cJurcl] []ad

inl lested t | eir [ ] ardtdrned money in my success | and only [artly [ ecause t ] epélll

me and [Janted me to succeed [ 1l] ey also sa | me as a standard] earer[Jor tl]e

community o] tlat durc![] and as someone [![] o migl]tl]el]tolollerl!arriers [ or ot]er
L[] ricanimericans coming al] ter mellll nel ][] t] erel] orel] tlad e sulllort o] my
community [ e[ ind meand at t! e same timel | also [nel ] t ! at ] ad talén on some

real ol ligations'] to [Jeo lledould not t | inl ol | disa I lointing |

[J[Jat[am getting at is ] at | in t] ose daysl] [Jit ] tilerigl!ts molément at its [ eigl | ']
it[las inelita | le t ] at tl ose ol us[IL] o rellresented t ] e tiny minority o] [I[]rican[

I merican students in [laces li'e [ [} [Tould [ ] eel a sense ol | solidarity [1it | t ] at

mol ement! |[1[]1s unluestional] ly [1as a source oLl strengtl | [1or us_] rein[ | orcing our
resol e to acllielé our ol In goalsl/[ ]l us'] 1] [Je[]elt at times lonely and demaadli lor
[eigll ed dolin [y ot ! ers I lectations ol us] [le could remind oursek t | at t]e
struggle [] or eulality [1as [] eing [] ougl | t on many [] ronts’| and tis [Jas one ol] {] em[]
[Je[Jere tal ing emotional ris s | [Jehel] t | at t]ere[lere ot | ersllie t] e Relérend

LI 1] artin Cut ] er [ ing #11 [annie [Jou [J amer | and [] edgar and [ yrlie ets [T]

tal ing risl s ol] a more direct ind.!

"Ido not [lant to minimil ¢ at all t | e role ol [lersonal aml | ition as al[]ealt ]y | [[esiti |
and indeed essential success [ actotf None ol ] us[Jould [ & [made it I[1it | out a

strong internal dri e to succeed ] and no one s_l ould [ e as_l amed ol [Janting to
succeed ] and to maell] er or [1is ol ln mar[lllso long as t ] at is not all t ] at one cares
allout In t]is conteltl | Hl]in bl] tellamous saying o] Ra 1[11[]illdllyédrs agol]
LI [am not [l or mysell I ] [J[Jo il [Je[Jormdi ] am [ or mysel ! alone! [I[1atam
(1]



[]

(st linlal ] out t]e ¢ Jallenges t Jat[lel[]aced t] ree decades agol! and [l ol] t]ey
coml lare Llitt] [J[]at conl! ronts students L] rom minority groulls todayl! it is clear t ] at
some t | ings are easier today [ londerl] t]oug I[] [1[Jetl]er t]e students o] today[!a]
t | e same sense o) identil | ication [Jitl | a[]roader emoent t | at [l el led to sustain us_]

[IlJ at is somet | ing [Jould li"e to come [] ac_to in a little LI ilel]

[Jurning to t | e [destion t ] at is central to t]is con[] erendelllol! to increase t ] e
num' | er o] [Jomen and minorities!| slleci |ically [ [llricaaricans | in t| e sciences and
related [1ields[ll e [ ] alé to start []y asling [1[]y t] e num[] ers remain coml Jaraly lo[ ][]

[I[] e reason is eml | | atically not lacol | innate a | ilityl | ne needs only to lool | around

at t] e careers t ] at minority grou ] meml ! ers’] and [Jomenl] areimgalland t | e imlJact
t | ey are maing{ | [Jot ] in t] e sciences and in a myriad o] ot ] er [Jields e m daul | t]
L[ atelért | €] at t] e necessary [] rain_Jol Jerl | talent'] imagination| smdelalllt ] erellt
is Liist t] at t ] ose ualities are [ eing directed | [l or | e most [lartl] tol]ard careers in
Jusiness| la![] education ] and t] e social sciences!f | ose [1[] o study science at t'] e
undergraduate le el | many do so it ! e intention o] going on to medical sc/] ool
ratl ] er ] an maing careers in sucl] []ields as [ ]ysicsl] matl] ematics_| or engineering |

L0y € enl] €] elol] numlllérsiould suggest selkeral reasonsl] in no Uarticular order!]
L[ iouslyl] education is dlensi €| and lolincome students esllecially [ alé reasons to
e attracted [ ] y [ ields.! sud | asla l[] ¢ latol![lert!ellros Ject ol elymla@rapears in
scL] ool and a rallid [layol | [ []

[L] e reasons are more t| anust economicl] [ ollefl/Jor one t]ing | it is only [l uman
nature t] at[eollle [] eel more com[ ] ortal]le going into []ields [1[] ere t'] ey see ot lers ][] o
are lille ] em[ Stulll] t]atis only [lart ol] 1tl!

(1) [le are [l onest] [leilladlledge t |at] in t] e[} ricamérican community. ] t ] ere
is an intense need [l or securityl | [rol]a |1y [l orn out o] t]e calledtietience o/ ! many
generations o eclusion | discrimination' | and marginaliionl /[ ] al ing careers in
sciencel] es_lecially in researcl] [] esidaring /[ 111 too ol ten[Ise¢ [leollle ma ing cl] oices
[elol] t] eir calJal ] ilities [] ecause o] [Ledear o ] tmng ris sL] []ear ol LI ailurel!

Curt | ermorel] [l ecause it is [] uman nature not to d lell on omelln insecurities!]

[eollle may L e selling t] emseks s_] ort L1it.| out een reali ing it |

Uinally' ] ] ere 1s Lol et | ul social Uressure to c[] oose a career t] at is clearly aalketo
t ] e needs o] t]ellL]richmerican communityl]l]ran into t!is o_] ten as a student’]
[ould Ll e ¢l allenged | sometimes rat ] er [ orcel ] ullyl llaim etist [ o) [ ysics Il
esllecially t | eoretical [1] ysics 1l as rele’ ant to t] e [Jlacl communityl |



[]

[ldo not mean to imllly t | at | e argument is a [ | dlous onel![lor el amlflel ] [I[] ere

ti| ere are social issues needing to L] e addressed! it is im| lortant to [¢ dallyers callalle

ol] [ ringing and del] ending cases_! and dral] ting needed legislation'] as a[]ay to redress
societal inel Juities! /[ or t ] at reason | la’| [Jas [ een a natural [lat |[Jay [] or atedi |
[Jlaclad lielersi 1[I0 e [hestion is L[] et ] er eety minority groul ] meml] er entering a

[rol! ession s ould [] eel L ound to ¢l oose a Ll ield o] direct ambiolllénel ! it to []is or
er grou ]

[hcidentallyl ] it is a little ironic t] at ] awalle] to ot ] er countries on [ ellal'l o[l tJe NRCL]
[lencounter as many [leo lle []it | adanced degrees [l rom L[] among t | e o_! ] icials o]

] oreign goernments_] as meet in t] e United States in ] e same [Jeriod ol timel]
[slecially in t | e LI ird [J orld ] [leollle see science and tec ] nology as tiéeto [ eing
[layers on t ] e [orld stagel] and [I[] en one lmoat t ] eir golérnmentsl] again and again

one sees o[ icials []it ] adided degreesl] [] neently in sciencel![n t | e delélolling

countries_| terellorel] t]ere is noJextedhtradiction [] et ]een going into science]

and caring al ] out t_| e social [rogress o] onéleol lle]

([T at leads to t | e net[uestion I t] e ans ler di | [ erent in a @0l led society | So
long as t | ere are [ressing social [rol]lems needing to [ e addressed’| s ould minority
grou ] mem[ | ers in a delelolled society a [ lly t] eir talents to Liroll essions t ] at directly
and ol ibusly [ enel ] it t ] eir olIn grou lsl] and ¢etillle [1]ysics'! engineering | and
mat | ematics to otl] ers]

[ ould ansler t ] at seleral [Jaysl [ ]irstt] on an inddual le_ el I art ol L[] at meslli |e
[Jort ] liihg is to [] alé somet | ing one is interested in [Jassionatelyl [1[Jen allield is a
calling’ | [1[] atelr/it may [] e [Imatl | ematics or L[] rican [ istory or Llrencl! literature [

one cannot turn onels [ acllon it [lit] out [ orér [ ] eeling sl liritually iml[ loetisl| ed to a
greater or lesser el tent /L] oreolerl ] [[]at one cares a_] out most is alsodly/to [ e [][] at
one does [l est [lor onels olIn [l ul] illment ] t]erel]orel] t]ereis muc] tol[]e said[]or
gl ing great [leig | t to LJL] at onsldlIn [] eart and mind are telling [ ] im/ |

[Jalso [lould argue t! at it is good L] or t | e nation' ] and L] or minority groulls_| t latelel[la ]
Natil e [] merican[ | []isllanicl] and [][] ricanlerican matl ] ematicians. | scientists.] and
engineers |1t | inl all o] us ] erenol| t|at t! e struggle against inetiality and

discrimination in t'] is country is [éry [] ar [] rom edl/[Jor all t] e gains t | at[] &lll een

madel | tere is mud |[] mucl] more to[]e donstrimination and racist stereotyl ling

¢ not ended rat | erl | t]ey continue in sul! tler and et ] orms/[ll ne o] t'] e[l orms

il ey tae is t] e L] alse and demeaning notion [not necessarily articulated out loud [1]

| at minority groul] mem(] ers do not L] ¢l ] at it taes [] or certain [ ields’]

[l 1s also is true ol ] discrimination against [Jomenl] [1y t] e [Tasilyoursel I[] [I or
ellam( lel] [ ol] many Uortunél]comlJanies [l aé alloman as CLIMI Ly is it one



[]

[Jonders_! t]at[Jurollean and [ sian nations can elect a[] argaret [][] atc | adira |
Jand 1] or enat T[T uttol | [1[] ereas in our o/ In country | only one[Joman [las e
] een nominated ] or t ] e []iceresidency ol! t e United States []y a malJartyl] and
ti | at[]as seen as a radical stel || nerlrel leated |[t is certainly not L] or any lac ol
talented [ lomen in [l merican li | e[|

(st as discrimination and inlistice tal e sull tler [] orms in todayllorldl] #l]inT]e need
to ta_le a more su_ | tle iel ] ol ] [1[Jat[]ene |its t] e minority communityl | and coml | ats
discrimination and inusticel |[h my [iel /[] ety [ ricanlimerican or [ isl Janic or

Natil ke [ merican [Jomanl ! or manl] [J[] o msaalsuccess.! ul career in astrol L] ysics or
engineering | in microl]iology or matl ] ematical t | eory or organic cl] emistry. | is
contri ] uting to t e [l elllleing ol] t ] e community_erelil] t e[ lersosnl] ot Idoes not
[]alé an immediately ol] serfd | le im[Jact on t ] e social [lro/Jlems ol] t]e g letto ] tle
[arriol] or t] e resationl |

L] ere are many [ays to male an iml lact ! Sooner or laterl | t]e message o] allersonl|
adlielément [Jill get ] rougl | to []is community' | and it[Jill [] e a source ol] [ride to tle
elders’] and oll [ olle and o I lortunity to t | e younglle young | in [larticular | need to
[holl tlatt]ereisnollield [ oreclosed to t] em and t]at t ! ey need [] eel inl] erior to no
one [ 1] ey need to [l eel t] at ] ey can a_|[] ord to dreaml] and t] at it is [ ontig tetri |
mal e t ] eir dreams a reality! |

[ oreolerl ] eety suc] success sends a message to [l merican society as a [1[] olé 1]
sefing to [l rea_dolIn t] e [lrebdicesl! s loen and uns_loenl] t]at say t_| at minority
grou_ ] mem ] ers lac t | e cal lal ] ility [l or t]is or t ] at [lrol] essibhen [ e contri | ute to
diminis | ing t ] ose Ureidices | [le are [] enelliting not only t] e groulls to LI[1ic | Le
[Jelong | [Jut t] e nation itselll[le | allenges [ acing t ] is country' | nol] andin t]e
[ oreseed | le [ uturel] ase too great ] or society to ignore or to underalue t ] e

ca Jal ] lities ol] entire groulls [1itt]in t | e [lolJulationloreo er | [Je allhol] t1ati] [le
[ant to [l ale a society Jort | liihg in' | and [Jortl] [assing on to our c_lildren and
grandcl]ildrenl] it [Jill[] e one in [l icl] [Je allreciate one anot | er as L] uman [] eings [] or
our indi idual [ualities'] instead oLl [leering t | rougl | [Ilinders oludiael] in | erited

Ll rom t] e [ast]

[Imentioned earlier t] at (][] en [Jas a student ] t ] ose o] us [ o[Jerel] so tolsllea ]
trail | lalérs in unil lersities suc_! as ][] [l elt a sense o_! identi |ication [Jitt| tlibmglll ts
mol ement [t ]in[ ] ere is a [llace [] or ] e saménd ol] [] eeling today!tl] at [1[] rican]

[l merican and otl] er minoritygroul | students [I[] o are entering []ields t ] at traditionally
[Jalé [Jeen closed to t ] em can rigl] tly see t] emsek as contri | uting to ] e groul] as a
L[ olel1]l] ould urge you not to ! e dissuaded or dis_] eartened [1 y t] ose LI[1 o [ ould tell
you tl] at your [ ot in science and related []ields is irreléant to t ] e [ roader social
concerns oLl your communities.Sucl! adlice is olJ[] t ] e mail]l! e inner city and t] e



[]

[Jarrio and t ] e resemtion need scl] oolteacl] ers’ ] doctorsl] lal !yers ] and socialersotl |
to [] e surellll ut t ] e scientists and matl | ematicians ma i | eir o/ I n contri | ution | [1[]ic]
may [] e ust as [alua J1le] 1] one¢stl]elongliel][ ][] oreoller | t]ere ammore

immediate enl ironmental ] medical and social [rol ] lems[ ] [1[] ose resolutiomiees
strong scienti | ic and tec ] nological inl lut] inority grouls in t']is country need to

a [ reciate t]is/] and to[] e sul oetiol ] t 1 osel 1] o cJoose tllellat] o] science and
related [ ] ieldsl ]

[or t] ose minorityigroul | students L[] o [dol] t] at t] eir [Jassionate interest is in

sciencel ] mat | ematicsl] or engineeringlould urge you to L] ollol! t ] at callingNot

only is it t| e most liely [Jat'] to your ol In [l ullillment ] it is also a [Jay to [] enel! it your
[leolle and your countryt|

1] youllant to ! e sure t ] at you are doing sometl] ing [ or t| e communities you came

[l roml! let yoursel ! [ e séemlinto t] e sd ] oolslfl ] ey [ill []elcome you [Jit ] ollen

arms [[Jand tal | to students_| tell t | em [l at you yoursel ] are doing and let t | ewi [
tlatitisort] tleelllJort ! and [Jomhg tal e risls| to maela career in sciencel

Notl | ing teac ] es lielelam( el /[ 1ou may not Lhol ! until years later | 1] atall ] [1[Joselile
you toucl! ed ] [J[J om you inslliredlou can [] e surel ! []olkd] t]at ery time you [ el

young [leolle discoler t ] at t ] e L] omdns ollen to ] em are [lider t]an t ! ey [l adol]n’]

you L] a¢ accom llis'] ed somet | ingll] or t 1 em[ ] [ or your community | [] or yoursel ][] and
| or your country! |

L anl youl |



