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TRACE AMOUNTS OF RADI OACTI VE CONTAM NATI ON
FOUND AT AN OFFSI TE LOCATI ON | N CONNECTI CUT

Northeast Utilities and the Connecticut Departnent of
Environnental Protection have inforned the Nucl ear Regul atory
Comm ssion that trace anobunts of radioactive contam nation have
been found at an offsite location in Connecticut. Oficials
stress that the soil, which was fill obtained fromthe site of
t he Haddam Neck nucl ear power plant in 1989, poses no hazard to
menbers of the public.

Monitoring, including scans and fixed neasurenents, has been
conpl eted at about a dozen |ocations. Soil analysis has been
conpleted for two of those locations, including this one. The
ot her property showed no contam nation, while this one showed
extrenely | ow | evel s of contam nati on.

Haddam Neck, which is |located in Haddam Conn., about five
mles fromthe property, was permanently shutdown in Decenber
1996.

Acting on information that soil had been renoved fromthe
site during nunerous construction projects over the life of the
pl ant, the NRC, Connecticut DEP and pl ant owner Nort heast
Utilities began collecting soil sanples to be analyzed for any

possi bl e contam nati on. As a result, the DEP and NU found
extrenely low | evels of the isotope cobalt 60 in one sanple from
one property. NRC expects to conplete its soil analysis |ater
today. Further sanpling will be done at this |ocation.

Conservative cal cul ati ons show exposure to the isotope could
result in a dose of about 1-3 mllirem per year, a very snal
fraction of the NRC s annual exposure limt for menbers of the
public (100 mllirenm). For perspective, a nenber of the public
woul d be exposed to about 360 mlIlirema year from background
radi ation. NRC decomm ssioning release criteria for
unrestricted use of a facility would Iimt exposures for a menber
of the public at a deconm ssioned site to 25 mllirem per year.
Exposure froma full set of dental x-rays is 40 mllirem



In addition to continuing routine NRC inspections at the
facility, over the |ast several nonths, the NRC al so has been
conducting special inspections at Haddam Neck to ensure current
radi ol ogi cal control practices are adequate and has begun a
review of past practices to assure proper deconm ssioning of the
facility. The latter effort includes taking independent
nmeasurenments and overseeing the licensee’s site characteri zation.
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