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NRC COMM SSI ONER DI AZ TO VISIT TURKEY PO NT NUCLEAR PONER PLANT

Dr. Nils J. Diaz, a Conmi ssioner of the Nuclear Regul atory
Comm ssi on since August 1996, will visit Florida Power and Light's
Turkey Point nucl ear power plant near Honestead, Florida on
Thur sday, May 1

Dr. Diaz is scheduled to tour the plant, nmeet with FPL
officials and be avail able to answer questions frominterested nedia
representatives at 4:00 p.m at the plant site.

Dr. Diaz was sworn in as a Comm ssioner on August 23, 1996,
after a distinguished career spanning a quarter century as an
educator, research scientist, consultant and entrepreneur in such
fields as nucl ear engineering, nuclear power sources in space and
nmedi cal and industrial applications of radi oi sotopes.

He has visited Florida s other two comrerci al nucl ear power
plants -- FPL's St. Lucie plant near Jensen Beach on the state's
east coast and Florida Power Corporation's Crystal River plant near
Crystal River on the west coast of Florida -- since he joined the
NRC. In his previous positions, Dr. Diaz has travelled to many
nucl ear power plants in the U S. and other countries.

Before joining the NRC, Dr. Diaz was a professor of nuclear
engi neering at the University of Florida and director of the
| nnovati ve Nucl ear Space Power and Propul sion Institute, a national
consortium of universities and industry, which he founded. He also
was president of Florida Nuclear Associates, Inc., a high technol ogy
research and consulting firm

For one year, in the early 1980's, he served abroad as the
princi pal consultant to Spain's Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion, and
has consulted for the governnents of Mexico, Venezuela, Brazil and
Argenti na.

Dr. Diaz received a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechani cal
Engi neering fromthe University of Villanova, in Cuba, and both
Master of Science and Ph.D. degrees fromthe University of Florida
i n nucl ear engineering sciences. From 1971-1983, he held a senior
nucl ear reactor operator's license fromthe NRC and worked on
Medi cal Physics at Vanderbilt University and the University of Mam
hospi tal s, anong ot hers.



Before joining the NRC, Dr. Diaz was actively involved in
research of power sources in space, advanced energy conversion,
advanced space propul sion, and in devel opi ng ganma ray spectroscopy
for the detection and location of flaws in nmaterials.
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